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Dout be a 


MEAGER 
READER 
LEAGUER! 


Read lots of good books 
yourself and help others 
to worthwhile reading by 
giving one of these books 
for Christmas: 


THE BROTHER 


Dorothy Clarke Wilson $2.50 


A new understanding of Jesus is revealed through 
the eyes of His brother, James. 


IF THIS BE FORGETTING 


Earl Reed Silvers $2.50 


The poignantly beautiful love story of two people 
drawn together although their backgrounds are poles 
apart. 


TAD LINCOLN 


T. Morris Longstreth $2.50 


A story about the president’s son, his pranks, famous 
people and great events. 


FLOWER OF THE FORTRESS 


Zillah K. MacDonald $2.00 


The adventures of Eben St. Jean deGervais who 
fought the French at Louisbourg in 1745. 


ON THE EDGE OF THE FJORD 


Alta H. Seymour $2.00 


The adventures of two young people who served 
their beloved Norway under the noses of the Nazi 
invaders. 


THE SLAVE|WHO DREAMED 


Maxine Shore and M. M. Oblinger $1.50 


Lucius, the slave boy, who lives in the Rome of 
Nero, the despised Christians and the prisoner, Paul. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11 


Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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HERE are millions of individual homes this Christmas where a win- 
So) dow will again look like this. There will be the traditional holly 

wreath, popular symbol of Christmas, enshrining the service flag with 

its star. Though they be far away—these sons, husbands, sweethearts 

and daughters for whom the stars stand—because it is Christmas they 
will have even fonder dreams of home with its joyous festival celebration. And they, 
too, will have the joy of knowing that they have not been forgotten, for packages 
and greetings from friends and loved ones will reach them wherever they are. 


And at home, where the flag with the star hangs ’til each of them comes back, 
there will be the cheeriest thoughts of them. There will be the joy which comes from 
eagerly anticipating their returning. This Christmas will be the brighter for the 
home folks because they will be looking forward to a still brighter Christmas in 
1945. Yes, at this season especially, the tie that binds family and friends in one 
seems to unite more truly. 


But in some windows the star that was blue last Christmas has turned to 
gold. For such homes this Christmas will be different from any before it. It may 
bring them a new and perhaps even poignant sadness, which only time can erase. But 
for them of the gold stars there is no sadness, but only light and life in the Lord, 
for they are with Him enjoying the spirit of a continuing Christmas. 

They died to make possible the restoration of a world in which peace and 
good-will, the essence of Christmas, might have a chance once more. We dare not 
celebrate Christmas, 1944, without recognizing our debt to those who have con- 
tributed their all to the bringing of peace through victory to a war-weary world. 


The blessed Christmas comes once more, and the message of the angels may 
seem an intruder in a world at war. But the message originally heard in Bethlehem’s 
fields may be heard here also and 

“Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in.” 


“CQ come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee.” 


Act I. Scene 1 


Stage Setting: Upper left of stage portrays a living room 
scene, while the upper right is obscured in darkness 
and set for manger scene. Lady is seen sitting on 
chair reading, upper left. 


Time: Evening. 


Prelude: String quartette plays “Star of the East”. 


(Enter several children in night attire while viola plays softly, 
“Silent Night’’.) 


First Child: “Will you tell us a story before we go to bed?” 
Second Child: “Oh Yes, please do.” 
In Chorus: “Yes, please.” 


Lady: “All right, sit down here. Now are you all settled? 
I want you to listen very carefully because the story 
I’m going to tell you is the greatest story that has 
ever been told. This, you see, is a true story. 


Many years ago, in a far-away land, there lived a 
mighty ruler. One day he sent heralds throughout, the 
land proclaiming: ‘Hear ye, hear ye! By order of the 
emperor, Caesar Augustus, all people must journey to 
the place from whence their family has sprung, so that 
Caesar may determine what number live in his do- 
mains. Like others who dared -not disobey him, a 
lowly carpenter, Joseph, with his wife, Mary, under- 
took the long and tedious journey to a distant village 
named Bethlehem. Many hundreds flocked into the 
tiny village and soon the inns were overcrowded. When 
evening came, Mary and Joseph longed to rest, but 
alas, there was no room. Turning sadly away from the 
last inn, they were met by Deborah, a poor servant 
girl who worked in this inn. Deborah hastened to ex- 
plain that she could offer them shelter in the stable, 
but they must, on no account, tell her master. They 
thanked her, and gratefully accepted her kind offer.” 


(Lights on upper left dimmed, and Deborah enters upper right 
carrying candles.) 


Deborah: “I hastened back as soon as I was able. ’Tis but 
a humble bed, sire; yet I could not bear to think you 
had no place to lodge. My master, the inn-keeper, 
would surely whip me, if he knew that I had brought 
you here.” 

Joseph: “May God bless thee for thy kindness, dear 
Deborah, and rest assured that we will long remember 
thee.” 


Deborah (handing Mary bowl): ‘‘Here is some broth and 
bread for your refreshment. Oh, how sweetly the Babe 
doth sleep. Hast thou yet thought how to name him?” 

Mary: “He shall be called ‘Jesus’.” 

Deborah: “It is indeed a lovely name. I must hasten now. 
May you have a peaceful night.” (Exit) 


: Act I. Scene 2 


(All lights dimmed. A choir of youthful voices sings backstage, 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night’’.) 


(Lights turned on upper left.) 
Two 


ALIFE SERViGg 


Vj ‘“tmads Pageant 


By Miss Rhoda Daber and Miss Rose Frim 


Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 


Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada 


Lady: “That night there were shepherds watching their 
flocks on a hill nearby. Suddenly a glorious light shone 
through the darkness. Startled, the shepherds looked 
up and saw the Angel of the Lord, and he said unto 
them: ‘Fear not, for I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a Saviour which is Christ 
the Lord. The shepherds said to one another: ‘Let 
us go in search of this wondrous Child, so that we may 


worship Him’. 
(Upper left dimmed, upper right illuminated.) 


Enter Shepherds singing—Tune: “Behold a Branch is 
Growing” 
Behold as we sat watching 
O’er flocks in woolly fold, 
The Heavens above were opened 
And hosts unnumbered told 
How Christ for man was born 
And came to earth abased 
This blessed Christmas morn. 


They told how we might find Him 
In Bethlehem’s lowly stall, 
Where ox and sheep were sheltered 
Within those rustic walls. 
With star o’erhead to guide, 4 
We've come to sing our praises 
And worship by His side. 
(Shepherds kneel by manger and join in speaking the prayer.) 
Shepherds: 
“Oh, Holy Babe, by prophets long foretold, 
We worship Thee whom we behold 


In lowly state. Grant us Thy peace and truth and love, 
That we may live as angels do above.” 


(Exit) : 


Act I. Scene 3 

Piano Solo: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

Lady: “In a country far to the east of Judah there lived 
some Wise Men who studied the stars. One night, they 
discovered a new star, brighter than all others, which 
God told them meant that Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, had been born. The Wise Men planned to fol- 
low at once the guiding star so that they might wor- 
ship the new King.” (Lights dimmed.) 

Piano Duet: “Glory Now To Thee Be Given” (while three 
stately wise men in elaborate attire proceed across the 
stage toward the manger). 

First Wise Man (Lays gift of gold at manger): 

“This blessed night, oh King of Kings, 
Thy humbled servant to Thee brings 

A gift of gold to signify 

That Thou wast deigned to reign on high.” 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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KEYSTONE VIEW 


“During the Night of the First Christmas’—By Louis Maurice Pierrey 


“Behold, I bring you Good Tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people, for 
unto you ts born this day in the ctty of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 


Lotd.”"—St. Luke 2:10, 11. 


hristmas and (Dissions 


By ANNA M. SCHLEGEL 


( , HE message of the angels heralding a Saviour is 

one to be shared with all people of every nation 

and clime. It is the center of our Christmas cele- 

bration which radiates in all directions throughout 

the year. Small wonder then, that the words “Christmas” 

and “Missions” can be thought of as closely allied. The 

Good Tidings, Gospel, Good News, Evangel—A Saviour— 
for all people. 

The first impulse of the shepherds was to go to Beth- 
lehem and tell others of the wondrous sights. The wise 
men felt the need of bringing gifts when they came to wor- 
ship the Babe of Bethlehem’s Manger. These two reactions 
are natural and still a part of man’s instinct. 


A Christmas Spirit the Year Round 


The spirit of giving and sharing cannot be confined 
to but one day or a single season of the year. It is a daily 
task. We recount a few of the “specials” we as Leaguers 
are wont to do during this season of festivity and then, 
with a bit of thinking, we discover that some of these 
same things done just a bit differently would give us am- 
ple projects to carry on in our missionary endeavors 
throughout the entire year. -~ 
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Caroling 


What pleasure we receive from the old custom of carol- 
ing on Christmas Eve! And what joy we bring to the 
sick and shut-in who are the recipients of our fervor of de- 
votion! Fun, of course it is! Wouldn’t you like to extend 
this simple but joyous spirit throughout the year? The 
sick and shut-in would welcome your visits every month if 
you would but make it a League project. A few beloved 
hymns, a prayer, a scripture reading, and you have filled a 
bright spot in the life of those who no longer can be an 
active part of your congregational life. Perhaps your pas- 
tor would take you with him to the prison, orphanages, 
hospitals, county institutions, as he makes his visits and 
have you furnish the hymn singing. A glimpse only of the 
opportunities that lie before you! 


Christmas Cards 


How many of us think of our friends but once a year! 
And some of us must plead guilty to sending cards from a 
sense of duty or with an ulterior motive. Far better to re- 
think the real purpose of sending cards, revamp your 
Christmas card list; and use the money thus saved to a 
better purpose. Have you ever thought of building up a 
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Missionaries’ Birthday List? Another League project— 
many Intermediates have found real pleasure in “adopting” 
erandmothers and grandfathers at an Old Folks Home; 
visiting them, remembering them with cards on special oc- 
casions, doing little errands for them. Worthwhile as well 
as helpful. Perhaps you would like to center your interest 
on an institution or mission field for a year. This leads to 
missionary education. Or how about beginning a line of 
correspondence with boys and girls from our Virgin Islands 
Mission or the Rocky Boy Reservation, similar to the way 
you link friendship with youth of foreign countries through 
the mailing lists sponsored in school! Do you see the pos- 
sibility of erasing racial prejudices, building understanding 
which may lead to more permanent peace? But we need 
not go so far afield—the people in the neighborhood, the 
community, the school room, they need the personal touch 
that a Christian may share. 


Giving of Gifts 


Gifts on anniversaries or birthdays—yes, but more than 
that is meant. The spirit of giving is revealed in your week- 
ly contributions to your Church Budget. Do you “lay aside 
on the first day of the week as God has prospered you”—a 
plan similar to tithing? As you contribute to'the benevolent 
side of the church envelope, are you conscious of the great 
work your Church is doing? Perhaps you need to be the 
one to create this interest within your League group. Per- 
haps you need to set the example of regularity in giving for 
the new confirmands. 

Add to this the greatest gift you can share—the knowl- 
edge of Christ and His Saving Grace. Your school chum 
may be getting careless and lax about Sunday School and 
Church attendance—or in his choice of companions—or in 
his language. You should try to exert an influence on him 
not only through words, but in your daily living! Some 
of the greatest gifts we can share are not monetary gifts— 
your prayer for the strength and courage needed by the 
missionaries in these days—your friendly words and con- 
tacts with the mothers who need the optimism of youth to 
keep their hopes alive as the space of time between mails 
from sons in the.combat areas become lengthy. A friendly 
word—a cheery smile—yes, you’ve heard all this before. 
Now is the time to share your personality and your Christ 
with others. Tomorrow may be too late! 


Our Task Today and Tomorrow 


Down through the ages “Followers of the Way’ have 
responded to Christ’s Commission. We see the results of 
these efforts as we view our churches, hospitals, orphanages 
and other institutitions of mercy. The church extends a 
helping hand to those in need. The boys and girls in serv- 
ice have seen for themselves the work accomplished by the 
men and women consumed with a desire to share their 
Christ. Today’s global war has brought the world to our 
very doorsteps—what are we doing about it? Our think- 
ing and actions must change; we must be alive to opportuni- 
ties before us. You are responsible for the missionary work 
of the Church—today you may be playing but a small part 
in this task, but what you think and learn today will reveal 
itself in the way you perform your task tomorrow. We 
pray that we truly may be messengers of Good Tidings in 
our sphere of life. If our lives are atune to God, we shall 
hear His call to service and follow Him wherever He leads 
us. And thus again the Christmas Story will not have lost 
its true meaning. 
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| Mission Study 
BOOKS 


1944-1945 


Young People 


*West of the Date Line: Christian Pioneer- 
ing in Southeast Asia by Constance M. 
Hallock. Paper only. 50 cents. 


Discussion and Program Suggestions for 
Adults on Southeast Asia by Raymond 
P. Currier and Constance M. Hallock. 
Papenwcorcemie 


The Indian in American Life by G. E. E. 
Lindquist and others. Cloth $1.00, 


Adults on the American Indian by 
Bettha M/ Eekert. Paper-2o cence: 


Seniors 


Discussion and Program Suggestions for 
Seniors on Southeast Asia by Gertrude 
J Rindenay apera acetic. 


Indians Are People, Too by Ruth Muskrat 
Bronson. Cloth $1.00, paper 60 cents. 


Discussion and Program Suggestions for 
Seniors on the American Indian. Paper 
25 cents. 


t 


Intermediates 


Tales from Southeast Asia by Alice Hud- 
son Lewis. Paper 50 cents. 


paper 60 cents. 
Discussion and Program Suggestions for 


Trails of Friendship with Indian Americans 
by Mary Garland Taylor. Paper 50 
cents. 


This Is The Indian by Earle F. Dexter. 
(This is a Pictorial pamphlet which can 
be used with both Young People and 
Seniors.) Paper 25 cents. 


*Also for use by Seniors 
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A\merica’s No.1 Athlete Speaks 


P. T. L. PHOTO 


GIL DODDS 


Holder of the World’s 
Record for the Indoor Mile 


“AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST” 


What a challenge is this for all of us! We 
may never be ambassadors to great powers of the 
world, sent by our governments, but, thanks be 
unto God, each one of us under orders—each to 
go forth as an ambassador to a world filled with 
lost, dying sinners. To us it is given to carry 
forth the greatest news of all ages, the news of 
God’s great plan of Salvation through Christ 
Jesus. It may be to the men among whom we 
work in the office, factory or shop; to some is 
given the privilege to carry the news to the men 
in the service of our country, enlisting them in 
the service of the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords; to others—the regions beyond. 


My orders are to go to the athletes. tiie al 
should fall down on this, God, I am confident, 
would hold me accountable. 


I find in the Bible many outstanding athletes. 
David, a man after God’s own heart, could shoot 
the arrow, whirl the sling, track the animals as 
no other; Samson, the strong man of the Bible, 
feared neither man nor beast, but met all in wrest- 
ling duels and won; Elijah, the great prophet of 
old who lived and walked with God, at one time 
outran a chariot for 26 miles. But above all this 


they lived for God. 
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f, (Gj S, who recently broke Glenn Cun- 

ningham’s all-time record for the 
indoor mile, has been voted by the A. A. U. as “America’s 
No. | Athlete’’. He ts an earnest Christian, and is now touring 
the military camps as a special representative of the Pocket 
Testament League to give his testimony to our fighting men, 
telling what Christ means to him. 


As an ambassador, one must train accordingly. No one can 
serve God and the world at the same time. Separation is demanded. 
The nearer one gets to the Lord, the more he will cast aside all 
that hinders God’s working in his life. 

An ambassador is interested, above all, in being properly recog- 
nized by his Government. So an athlete desires to be rca 
recognized, and to an athlete that means, “Is my name in the world’s 
record book of sports?” I have achieved this satisfaction, but above 
all this I praise the Lord that my name is written in the record 
book of Life, through the shed blood of Christ. 


. if praise God from Whom cometh my strength, knowing that 
Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever’, and that He is 


a “Friend who sticketh closer than a brother”. 


GIL DODDS 


PHOTO BY P, A. INC. 


What We 


HAT we told Texas we want to tell all. Texas 

wrote us for information on the Educational De- 

partment to present to a conference. We now 

want to “say” it to all Educational Secretaries 
and Committees. 


1. Every local League should have an Educational 
Committee. A Committee—not merely a secretary or chair- 
man. It should consist of five experienced members. The 
chairman is finally responsible. One member should be in 
charge of each successive meeting—that would give each 
member responsibility once a month. 


2. The Educational Committee (hereinafter referred 
to as EC) shall plan the programs of the local League. 
These should be planned to meet the interests of the local 
League without getting too far away from the program of 
the Synodical League or The Luther League of America. 


3. The EC shall teach the members of the League how 
to put on effectively the programs they plan. 


4. The EC shall help the members prepare the topics, 
help them to select the hymns and other material, show 
them how to prepare the place of meeting, train the ushers, 
pray with all those who lead in the meeting before the 
meeting begins. 

5. The EC must be ready, if the meeting begins to 
flop, to step in and prevent it from doing so. The EC must 
train its leaders so this will not happen; but if it does, the 
EC must be ready to help out and rescue the meeting. If 
any meetings fail, it is the fault of the EC. 


6. Suggestions on how to do all this were printed in 
The Luther League Review in the Spring months of 1944, 
They are being reprinted in a pamphlet to sell for 10 cents. 
Order from The Luther League of America, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


7. Topic materials are provided by The Luther League 
of America for the Intermediates and Seniors in separate 
Quarterlies and miscellaneous helps for all Leaguers, (in- 
cluding the Young People’s Topics) in The Luther League 
Review. All members of the EC should regularly receive 
all of these publications. The local League should provide 
them for its committee members as a regular part of its 
local budget. A copy of the appropriate Quarterly or The 
Review should be provided by the local League for each 
person leading a meeting during the period covered by the 
issue of the publication. For example, a League should 
provide a subscription to The Review for each member of 
the EC and should have 18 subscriptions for the Quarterly 
for Intermediates or Seniors to provide the EC and the 
leaders each with a copy during the quarter in which they 
are to lead a meeting. Attempts to pass copies around fail. 
The copy gets too worn and shabby. It gets lost. It does 
not pass on fast enough to enable leaders to make proper 
preparation. And so with The Review. Each League would 
need at least eight subscriptions to The Review (in addi- 
tion to those provided the members of the EC) in order to 
place,one in the hands of each leader of the meeting suffi- 
ciently ahead of the meeting he or she is to lead to enable 
proper preparation to be made. The failures of the meet- 
ings in many Leagues result from inadequate preparation. 
That, in turn, is often due to the League or the EC not 
providing the materials which The Luther League of 
America has prepared at considerable expense for you. 
Surely, if one of your members agrees to lead a meeting, 
it is the least you can do to provide him with every pos- 
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By (Ga ey eU AIRY. 
Chairman of the Educational Committee, Luther League of America 


sible help without expense to himself. That is, to furnish 
him well in advance with the particular Quarterly or The 
Review containing the material he will need in preparing 
for the meeting. 


8. The EC provides for social meetings unless the local 
League has a special social committee. The socials of the 
Luther League are more than fun. They are training in 
social behavior as Church members and Christians. Helps 
for monthly socials are given in The Review. 


9. The Pocket Testament League is promoted by the 
EC. The Luther League of America has appointed a PTL 
Secretary who will give all help desired in working this 
held. : 


10. The EC has charge of Luther League observance 
of Youth Sunday in September. The EC yields to the Mis- 
sionary Committee on Mission Sunday, and to the Life 
Service Committee, on Life Service Day, but it should be 
sure they are at work making preparation for their days, 
so that there is no break in the effectiveness or interest of 
the League programs. 


11. The EC should plan constructive educational activ- 
ities—hobbies for younger members of the League and in- 
vestigations, surveys, visits, reform projects, affecting com- 
munity and Church, for the Seniors and Young People. 
This is a big field affording unlimited opportunity for 
Christian service. 


12. To sum up—The EC is to train young Christians 
in planning programs and projects, arranging surroundings, 
conducting meetings, finding materials and selecting person- 
nel, leading discussion, prayer and activities, carrying on 
projects—teaching the ‘Youth of the Church how to work 
for Christ in our Church and to be fruitful in their en- 
deavors to serve Him. 


——_ 
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| For Seniors Only! 


The New Luther League 
TOPICS QUARTERLY 


Single Subscription - 


ke 


One Year 50 Cents 


* 8 Subscriptions - - One Year $3.25 
10 Subscriptions - - One Year 
12 Subscriptions - - One Year - 4.00 . 


15 Subscriptions - One Year 5.00 
18 Subscriptions — - - One Year 6.00 
20 Subscriptions - é One Year 6.50 
25 Subscriptions - - One Year 7.50 
50 Subscriptions - - One Year 12.50 
Copies for any one Quarter ! 
1 to 9 Copies Each 15 Cents 


*10 Copies - = One Quarter $1.25 
15 Copies - - One Quarter 1.75 
20 Copies - - - One Quarter 2.25 
25 Copies ie - One Quarter 2.50 


“Quantity Rates Provide Delivery To One Address Only 
Cash with Order on all Subscriptions 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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Pocket league Testament Chairmanship! 


Believing that now is the time to increase emphasis on serious, systematic daily 
Bible reading among the youth of the Church at home, President Schaediger recently 
asked Mrs. Ted Hobart Clark (nee Frances Miller) to accept the chairmanship of 
the Pocket Testament League movement for The Luther League of America. 


Mrs. Clark, a busily active young housewife and faithful member-at-large of 
the League’s Executive Committee, responded as follows: “I had quite a struggle 
making up my mind to accept the responsibilities of the P. T. L. Chairmanship. I 
realize it will be no easy job, and somehow my time seems so limited, but the chal- 
lenge was too great, I just couldn’t say ‘no’. I am at your service, and I pledge to 
do my very best in this endeavor.” 


Of course, Mrs. Clark is and has been an active PTL member. This is her 


personal testimony about it. 
MRS. TED H. CLARK 


Cut here 
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ou am a member of the Pocket Testament League, for as a 
Christian and a Luther Leaguer I cannot do otherwise. 


For I am commanded: 
To read His Holy Word. 
“Seek ye out the book of the Lord and read.’—Isaiah 34:16 
To keep it at all times. 


“And take ye the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God.’—Ephesians 6:17 


Aelil Eble Passages 
for Day Reading 
by members of the armed forces and 
people at home, selected by a nation- 


wide canvass of pastors and chaplains 
as the most helpful in times like these: 


To give it to others. r et = 
“And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them AT ae 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest = ee ee Now oy treet: 
by the way ... ”—Deuteronomy 11:19 $ Satardaye Ue Rome e panini 
” Sunday, November 26 Psalm 1 
s Monday - - - - - Matthew 5 
p a) Tuesday - - - - - Romans 8 
What “The Luther League of rbmerica RR Gore ee Teena 
= Thursday - - - - Psalm 91 
aed mote Vig | Friday - - - - - Matthew 6 
2 vo Pro “She ee iG s Saturday - - - - John 3 
; : ‘ = Sunday, December Isaiah 40 
1. It sets aside one day in every year to focus attention upon the a Ree ee Sar 
: 3 Monday Psalm 46 
movement. In 1944 PTL Day is December 10th. eS Tyesdaye te. = 2) Ronians12 
2. It gives emphasis to the thought in its suggested topic study for that = Wednesday - - - Hebrews 11 
day. This year the topic for Intermediates gives interesting ex- s Thursday - - - - Matthew 7 
pression to it—Wanted: An Empty Pocket! 3 Friday vee. eee. - ee obnt 15 
_ 3. It issues a four-page explanatory pamphlet free. = Saturday - ‘ = = Beaka a 
4, It provides membership application cards free. ] oneness eA Deana ot 
5. It issues membership cards free to individual applicants. S Tuesday - - - - - Philippians 4 
6. It reports to the general office of the Pocket Testament League, which = Wednesday - - - Revelation 21 
is an interdenominational movement, the number of those whom “+ Thursday pee) = 1s Lukes 
it enrolls. < iMeehhy 2 = 5 > = BEE 6 
° . . es . . im} = - a i19/ 
7. It has made possible (through The United Lutheran Publication SI Saturday John 
nae by whom they are for sale) Pocket Testaments with the a Sunday, December 17 Isaiah 53 
Luther League emblem impressed in the cover and with Luther 8 Monday - - - - - ICorinthians15 
League inserts bound in them. s aaeday es - - - - oe 
8. In connection with each of its weekly topics for the three age-groups ‘§ Thies ee sya tk ER Dsaleneey 
it suggests appropriate daily Bible readings. 3 Byiday, a een 
9. Currently it is co-operating with the Nation-wide Bible Reading . Saturday - - - - Revelation 22 
(Thanksgiving to Christmas) emphasis of the American Bible S Sunday, December 24 Psalm 90 


Society. 
10. And now the appointment of a PTL Chairman for the furtherance 
of this work. 


Get your PTL Day supplies (pamphlet and membership application 
cards) free; Wanted: An Empty Pocket, 15¢; PTL Skit, 10¢. 


Order from 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Penna. 
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Christmas, Dec. 25 - Luke 2 


All passages are in the order of the tabu- 
lated votes except those assigned to Thanks- 
giving, Christmas and Sundays. 


To complete the reading to New Year’s, read 
Joshua 1; Psalm 19; Matthew 11; Exodus 20; 
I John 1; Hebrews 12. If you desire a sched- 
ule of readings for 1945, send request to Dept. 
BR., American Bible Society, New York City 
22, New York, 
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Like to Read? 


Here Are Some Suggestions from Current Books eS Ee | 


By CLARA SCHLEICHER 


Member Education Committee, Luther League of America 


“Winter Wheat”, by Mildred Walker (Harcourt, Brace 

& Co.)—$2.50. 

When you read the story of Ellen Webb, her Russian 
mother and New England father, you will be reminded 
once again that America is a “melting pot”. 

It will show you another corner of our land and its 
people. 

Growing wheat on a Montana farm is a tough job, but 
the Webb family gets deep satisfaction in doing it. 

After a year at college Ellen loses her perspective of 
life for a short time, but, like strong wheat, grows in under- 
standing of herself and her parents. 

In recognizing the realities of life, hope comes to her 
and with it romance. 


“If This Be Forgetting”, by Earl Reed Silvers. $2.50. 

For a love story that is different read the romance of 
Red Wykoff and Dusty Gray who are so far apart in their 
backgrounds and ways of living that many complications 
arise. 

Told in a truly different style we find the book in 
three parts. First, Red is pouring out his thoughts to 
Dusty. In Part Two Dusty’s thoughts: go to Red and Part 
Three lets us look in on the reflections of Red Wykoff 
(Sr.) as he writes to Red (Jr.) of the U. S. Navy, World 
War II. 


A really beautiful story that you'll find hard to to put 
down before you've finished it completely. 


“TI Never Left Home”, by Bob Hope. 


si you like Hope’s radio programs, you'll like the book. 
It is definitely humorous—which is something we need 
more of these days. 


Throughout the book, whenever you fell you’ve had 


enough of the funny side, you come across some serious 
thought mostly in tribute to all the fine young men and 


women in service. One such example is the following quo- 
tation: “A soldier’s the most sentimental guy in the world, 
the most religious and the kindest. I guess the nearer you 
get to death, the better you become”. 

Another portion that makes us proud of our citizen- 
ship is “What American youth has that nobody in Germany 
thought to mention is independence, pride and self-confi- 
dence”. 

We could go on quoting worthwhile phrases from this 
book, but read it for yourself. 


“Pioneers! O Pioneers” by Hilary St. George Saunders. 

(Macmillan Co.) 

This is a book about wartime America, written by an 
English author. He views America with enthusiasm. He 
sees its friendliness, its human failures, its creative audacity 
and its limitless power. 

He says we have built a land of which to be proud in 
the past 200 years, and for that reason we consciously or 
unconsciously reject the Old World. 

Seeing America through the eyes of Hilary Saunders 
will make you a better American. 


“Yankee from Olympus” by Catherine Drinker Bowen. 

(Little, Brown & Co.) $3.00 

This is really an enjoyable biography of Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes, a truly great American. 

His early life was spent in study and research but five 
days before his 40th birthday his book, “The Common 
Law”, was published. 

Shortly thereafter Holmes was appointed to the Su- 
preme Court of Massachusetts and then rose rapidly until 
he became a member of the United States Supreme Court. 

The story of his life, his opinions and his dissentions is 
most interesting reading. 

We can understand how Democracy lives in a topsy- 
turvy world when men like Holmes are its leaders. 


“Strictly Confidential” by Alice M. Hustad. Augsburg. $1.50 
For Girls— 

“Just between us girls”’—you will 
enjoy this new book. And why shouldn't 
your It’s all about you. You doubt 
that? Then read some of the subjects 
discussed: 

My personality—How can I im- 
DLOMEy thn 

My physical health—How may I 
keep in good condition? 

My dates—How may I have them 
—and enjoy them? 

My future—How shall I prepare 
for a career? For marriage? 

These are just a few of the topics 
in which you will be interested. 

The author is Miss Alice M. Hustad, a real friend of 
girls. Her book shows her sympathetic understanding of 
the problems about which girls are vitally concerned. Her 
answers to those questions are sane and practical. 


Eight 


“Strictly Confidential” is helpful in another way. Near- 
ly three pages are devoted to a book list, suggesting books 
for reading on various subjects, including personality, en- 
tertaining, biography, music, history, adventure, missions, 
and devotional literature. } 

‘ —Carolyn A. Ducker 


For Parents— 


“Strictly Confidential” is a book which girls will want 
to share with their parents. Mothers and Dads may there- 
by gain a deeper insight into the problems of teen-age girls. 
With this book as reference parents and daughters may find 
guidance in discussing some particular phase of the girl’s 
experience. 


The author, Miss Hustad, is a young woman, a teacher, 
well qualified to write helpfully for girls because of her 
wide experience in counselling. Her viewpoint is definitely 
Christian. 


“Strictly Confidential” will make a welcome gift. Put 
it on your Christmas list for your teen-age girl. 


—Carolyn A. Ducker 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


JUST AMONG OURSELVES 


Teme of “Timely Tuterest to Leaguers 


© With this issue of The Luther 
League Review we bring to a close 
Volume 56, which means fifty-six 
years of continuous publication, even 
though the size and style has varied 
with the vogue in similar publications 
through the years. 


The issues for the year 1944 will soon 
take their place on the shelves at Head- 
quarters in a permanently bound vol- 
ume. This annual matter of handling 
them helps to make real to its editor 
the fact that a volume has been com- 
pleted. 


It is also the custom to provide one 
of these bound volumes for the refer- 
ence files of the great Congressional 
Library, Washington, D. C. That will 
take place in the near future. And 
students of Christian youth affairs who 
make use of that source of knowledge 
will have at their hands another vol- 
ume of our official journal. 


@® For the editor, this represents 
the first year of his work. He has had 
much to learn from experience. The 
numerous difficulties of these days have 
not made it an easy experience. But 
the year has brought its satisfactions. 
Pastors, Leaguers, and other readers 
have written expressing their approv- 
al of changes made. 


One thing has not met with approval 
—the lateness in arrival of the maga- 
zine and the quarterlies. This we 
know. And for it we offer sincerest 
apologies. Of course, we know that 
apologies are not enough. So we pledge 
our renewed efforts to try to make im- 
provement along this line. 


We confess freely that there are so 
many factors which enter into the 
making of the publication that, in these 
times of unpredictable delays of all 
kinds, it is impossible to guarantee the 
very thing which we all know is highly 
desirable. When periodicals reach you 
late, it is suggested that you disregard 
the dates on topics and begin with the 
beginning of the series when they are 
so arranged. In this way you will al- 
ways have topics study material at 
hand, even when a given publication 
arrives late. 


@ The publication of The Luther 
League Review is a complex matter. 
More than 250 persons were involved 
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in the writing of the material which 
went into it in 1944. Besides, of course, 
the very important service of photog- 
raphers, photo-engravers, lay-out men, 
printers and those who do the mailing 
and wrapping of publications. We 
should also think appreciatively of 
those who enter into the process of 
recording subscriptions and sending 
out expiration notices. Add to all of 
this the necessary work of planning 
the content, writing some of it, editing 
and arranging what others write, il- 
lustrating as far as possible, and see- 
ing that the product when printed will 
have eye-appeal—and you have some 
idea of the work of the editor. And to 
all of these people the editor hereby 
expresses his hearty appreciation for 
their help in making The Luther 
League Review (Volume 56) of 1944 
what it was. 


@ On November 4th the Education 
Committee met and built the new series 
of topics studies which they will pro- 
pose to the Executive Committee at 
the January, 1945, meeting. These top- 
ics are for 1946. Those proposed for 
Seniors will be presented first to the 
Youth Commission of the American 
Lutheran Conference, which will, in 
turn, fashion a new series out of the 
suggestions offered by the participat- 
ing groups. This last, an All-Lutheran 
series, will then be adopted by The 
Luther League of America, with very 
slight variation, if any at all. 


@® On the same date a meeting of 
the Ways and Means Committee was 
held, with Secretary-elect Joseph W. 
Frease, the retiring chairman, presid- 
ing. A number of important matters 
were dealt with and the progress of 
matters of the organization still with- 


Jaittsburgh Conbention Committee 
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Merry Christmas and A 
Very Happy New Year 


out a fulltime head were brought under 
review. 


® Authorization was given the As- 
sociate Secretary, Rev. William J. 
Ducker, to proceed with the making of 
plans for a public Installation of Rev. 
Joseph W. Frease as Executive Sec- 
retary on Sunday evening, January 21, 
1945. At this stage plans are still tenta- 
tive. Details will be given in the Janu- 
ary issue of The Luther League Re- 
view. 


The date for the Installation was 
chosen because of the fact that all 
members of the Executive Committee 
would be in Philadelphia at that time 
for the annual meeting of the Com- 
mittee. The dates for that meeting 
are: January 22nd, 23rd, with sub- 
committees meeting on the 20th and 
21st. 


® Suitable living accommodations 
are difficult to find everywhere these 
days, and a large center of war indus- 
try like Philadelphia is no exception. 
The Freases are delighted that on their 
recent visit to Philadelphia they were 
able to settle on very acceptable hous- 
ing accommodations. They expect to 
move to Philadelphia from Columbus, 
Ohio, between the first and the fif- 
teenth of December. As previously an- 
nounced, Mr. Frease will formally take 
over the duties of the Executive Sec- 
retaryship on January 1, 1945. 


It would be a splendid thing if 
League leaders from all over League- 
dom would write him, that is, would 
give him a sort of letter shower, tell- 
ing him of their good wishes for his 
success in office, and perhaps express- 
ing their hopes for future plans and 
achievements. 
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Invitations 


Send Christmas cards for invitations, 
with the information about the party 
written on the back of the card. (Cards 
from previous years, that have been 
used, will do for this purpose, if the 
Leaguers cut off the pages which have 
been written on, and just use the pic- 
ture page, writing the message on the 
reverse side.) Tell each one to bring 
an inexpensive gift. 


Posters 


Santa Claus, a Christmas tree, or 
Christmas bells may be used to deco- 
rate the posters. Give the time, date, 
and place of the Christmas party, and 
request each Leaguer to bring an in- 
expensive gift. 


Decorations 
Tastefully decorate with a _ small 
Christmas tree, mistletoe, red and 


green crepe paper. As each Leaguer 
arrives have him put his gift under the 
tree for later reference. (These may 
either be exchanged among the mem- 
bers, or better yet, why not give them 
all to some local charity, Children’s 
Ward at the hospital, or to poor fami- 
lies who have little tots. Decide what 
use will be made of the gifts in ad- 
vance so that the Leaguers will be 
guided accordingly in their choice of 
gifts. If the party itself is held after 
Christmas, it may be better simply to 
have this an exchange of gifts among 
members, using the names of the givers 
if that is desired.) 


Games 


1. Ten Bells. Give each guest on 
arrival ten tiny red paper bells. Dur- 
ing the evening any time he can get 
someone to answer him with a “yes” 
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or “no”, he collects a bell from him, 
and any time he is forgetful and is 
tricked into answering “yes” or “no”, 
he must give up a bell to the person 
who has caught him. Allot some defi- 
nite length of time for this game, not 
longer perhaps than the first half hour. 
At the close of the time allotted for 
this game, give a suitable prize to the 
person possessing the largest number 
of bells. 


2. Icicle Game. Have a_ wire 
stretched across the room with sticks 
of candy on it. Blindfold the young 
people, hand each a pair of scissors, 
in turn, and let him attempt to clip an 
icicle. One hand should be kept at the 
side, tied, if necessary. No one should 
be allowed to feel around for the wire, 
but each must clip wherever he stops. 
Give the player a twist, or turn about, 
before sending him on his way to the 
“icicles”. Give each player three 
chances, bringing each back to the 
starting line before his next chance. 


3. Ice-Guessing. Divide the whole 
into two groups, calling one the 
“Jingles” and the other the “Santas”. 
Someone should keep score and see 
which side can guess most of the 
“ices ) first. 

The ice of inducement. (Entice) 

The fussy ice. (Precise) 

The ice most feared by woman- 

kind. (Mice) 

4. The ice that should satisfy. 
(Suffice) 

5. The ice of religious worship. 
(Sacrifice) 

6. The fragrant ice. (Spice) 

The ice of habit. (Practice) 

8. The ice among grain. (Rice) 
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9. The ice of established value. 
(Price) 

10. The ice of peacemakers. 
(Armistice) 


4. A Tearable Game. Each guest is 
provided with a sheet of heavy paper. 
Without the aid of pencil, knife, scis- 
sors, etc., players proceed to create a 
Santa Claus by tearing the paper. 
Laughter at the finished product is 
sure to follow. Use red construction 
paper if it is available. Limit the time 
for this tearing process. Display the 
work of the contestants, decide the 
winner, and award a small cotton or 
paper Santa Claus as the prize. 


5. Santa’s Sleigh. Players form a 
circle. Each is given the name of a 
part of the sleigh: reindeer, toys, whip, 
bells, runners, pack, harness, etc. The 
leader then relates the story of Santa’s 
trip, mentioning the different parts of 
the sleigh and all that goes with it. 
As each part is mentioned, the player 
so named stands and demonstrates the 
part. When leader shouts, “Santa’s 
Sleigh!” each must get another chair. 
Chairless player must begin a new 
story. 


6. Santa’s Toy Shop. Assemble all 
the boys in one room and all the girls 
in another. Whisper to each girl the 
name of some toy. Have someone else 
give the names of the same list of toys 
to the boys. When the girls are ad- 
mitted to the toy shop, each boy imi- 
tates the name of the toy given him 
by some appropriate} action or sound. 
Each girl walks about the shop seek- 
ing to identify the toy which she is to 
have. When she finds him she walks 
off with him and finds a place to be 
seated together, for thereafter they are 
to be partners for the rest of the even- 
ing. 


Refreshments 

Ice cream and frosted cake, or cof- 
fee and Christmas cake and cookies, or 
hot chocolate and sandwiches cut into 
Christmas shapes. Pop corn balls, too, 
will prove a colorful addition. 


The Distribution of Gifts 

After refreshments have the group 
gather round the Christmas tree. Then 
have Santa Claus appear and distribute 
the gifts with appropriate patter. 


(Continued on Page 35) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Developing a Pleasing Personality 


By CHARLES P. CRESSMAN, S.T.M. 


( ; HERE’S something intangible about this word per- 


sonality. And yet, this intangible something is the 

very thing which every young person desires. 

Every young person wants to be liked. He wants 
to be popular. He may not admit it openly, but secretly 
he desires a pleasing personality. 


This desire for a pleasing personality is rooted in one 
of the fundamental needs of youth: the desire for recogni- 
tion or approval. He wants “to rate’. He is always at- 
tracted to others who have a pleasing personality. In fact, 
it is here that a fine line of distinction must be drawn. 
There is a difference—sometimes hard to distinguish—be- 
tween popularity and personality. Sometimes popularity is 
gained at the expense of one’s personality. Sometimes one 
loses an admirable or a pleasing personality in order to 
gain popularity. It’s a high cost! The price to be paid 
for popularity cannot outweigh the cost of gaining a pleas- 
ing personality. 


What Is a Pleasing Personality? 


When a fellow says of a girl, “She has it!” or “Boy, 
I could go for her!” or any other similar expression which 
indicates that he is attracted to her, the chances are that 
the young lady has a pleasing personality. This will be 
discovered as time passes and the girl’s personality is re- 
vealed. At any rate, for the moment, the girl is attractive 
to the boy. 


Perhaps the girl is good looking, neatly dressed, car- 
ries herself well, is careful about her appearance, and has 
a way about her that influences people and wins friends. 
She has a winning smile. Her manner is such that people 
feel at ease in her presence. In addition, her moral char- 
acter is the best; she has a Christian morality which is 
firmly rooted in a sound religious faith. Perhaps she likes 
sports and is an athlete in her own right. She applies 
herself well to school or work and wins the commenda- 
tion of her teacher or her employer. She enjoys good times 
with the crowd and is a good companion at a dance, a 
concert, a theater, movie, or Church. In other words, 
there is something about her that attracts. This something 
is a combination of these and many more factors not 
mentioned above. Her personality is her total self—all that 
she is at the present moment. She has used what was 
given her by inheritance in such a way that through her 
experiences she has developed a pleasing personality. Her 
life experiences have been permitted to react upon her 
in such a way that at present she “has it” and causes the 
boys and all other people as well to admire her. 


Many boys have pleasing personalities. Other fellows 
and especially the girls like them. Such a boy is also neat, 
clean and has a character which everyone knows is above 
reproach. Perhaps he may not be the most handsome boy 
in the world, but he may have a way about him that makes 
people like him and enjoy his presence. He has a winning 


PHOTO BY LAMBERT 


smile. He is able to get people to do things for him and is 
recognized as a leader. He is a good student or a faith- 
ful worker. He probably likes athletics. He may be a star 
athlete, a good dancer, and a good mixer—the kind of a 
boy one likes to know. His moral ideals are such that one 
feels comfortable in his presence and one’s parents have 
no misgivings as to the safety of their daughter who has 
gone on a date with him. He is an active member of his 
Church and he has a faith which makes him every inch 
a man. His total personality, is an intangible something 
which is a combination of those things he has acquired by 
birth and through experience. It is everything that he is at 
the present moment. It is constantly changing, either for 
better or for worse. But at present he has a way about 
him that makes him popular; he has something which every 
young person desires: a pleasing personality. The need for 
approval or recognition has been satisfied and he does not 
have to attract attention by undesirable and unaccepted 
means. He has won the admiration of many people by his 
pleasing personality. 


A Pleasing Personality Can Be Developed 

Judy has changed! Two years ago she was a twelve- 
year-old girl running around and climbing trees in tom- 
boy fashion. She was at times rather childish and at other 
times her actions were a faint imitation of the adult world 
to which her parents tried to have her conform. At times 
her parents became discouraged with their attempts to have 
Judy “be grown up”. It was such efforts that made an al- 
most impossible situation for Judy. At times she was re- 
minded that she was a little girl and was to remember her 
place. At other times she was told that she was a young 
lady and that she was expected to act accordingly. But 
now she has changed! Almost over night she has become 
an attractive young lady. She makes a good appearance. 
She has that something which people call a pleasing per- 
sonality. However, this pleasing personality did not hap- 
pen over night. It has been developing gradually through- 
out all these fourteen years. And it might just as easily 
have developed into an unpleasant rather than a pleasing 
personality. 


Did you ever hear anyone say, “I can’t help it, that’s 
the way I am. I can’t be changed.”? They feel self- 
righteous if they are constantly being brutally frank. This 
frankness is often carried out to the point where it hurts. 
Or, they will display a stubborn or mean streak. Again, 
they will excuse themselves by saying, “I can’t help it. I 
guess I was born that way”. 


The truth of the matter is: they can help it. They 
can be changed—if they really want to be changed. It is 
just as easy to develop a pleasing personality as it is to 
develop an unpleasant personality—if one so desires. In 
many such instances they have no desire to be changed. 
They enjoy the role they are playing; they feel self- 
righteous and soon develop a sort of martyr complex be- 
cause as a result of their attitude and remarks, their friends 
are few. However, people can be changed. Personality is 
constantly in the process of development. If a person really 
wants to do it, he can develop a pleasing personality. : 


This does not mean that a person cannot be honest. 
One cannot go to the opposite extreme, however, and gush 
all over everyone with meaningless words. Such conduct 
will soon be resented. Friends will not appreciate such 
undirected explosions. It is wise to make it a rule to say 
those things which are thoughtful, kind, considerate, con- 
structive, and positive; such remarks help both parties. 
Leave unsaid those things that are unkind, hurtful, de- 
structive of the personalities of both parties. One can 
generally find some good in almost any kind of a situation 
It’s a matter of developing the kind of a pleasing person- 
ality that looks for and finds the best in people; it always 
draws the best out of people. 


Twelve 


Hold That Line! 
A pleasing personality can be had without lowering 
The question of one’s conscience and the 
crowd immediately arises. What about the gang? What 
about that certain fellow? What about that cute little 
blonde? Is it possible “to rate” with the gang or “that 
particular person” and still hold to one’s ideals? 


one’s standards. 


Fraternities, sororities, clubs and groups of all sorts 
have their own rules of admission as well as their own 
moral codes of conduct. Jerry may be faced with a decision 
somewhere between that of holding to his Christian ideals 
and that of lowering himself to the moral standards of the 
group to which he either belongs or which he wishes to 
join. Judy may face the temptation of letting down the 
bars of her moral code in order to.be popular, in order ‘“‘to 
rate’. There are certain girls who are “fast and loose’, who 
are known as an “easy make” and have a reputation for 
“hot petting’. This means that when an adolescent girl 
wants to be popular she has to decide what kind of popu- 
larity she desires and how she will win this popularity. 
When a boy in his teens wants “to rate”, he must make a 
choice as to the way in which he wants “‘to rate” and the 
way in which he will win this approval or recognition of 
the group. He can do it at the cost of a fine Christian per- 
sonality if he so chooses. However, the cost of such popu- 
larity is much too high. It is best to hold that line! No 
foul play. No dirty work. No hitting below the belt. No 
clipping from behind. A pleasing personality which wins 
the right kind of popularity can be had without lowering 
one’s standards. 


It is true that certain boys or girls will not be at- 
tracted to a person who has a good moral code and sticks 
to it. On the other hand, other boys and girls of a finer 
character will be drawn to a person whose personality is 
pleasing and whose character is clean. Naturally, this does. 
not mean a person who is a prude; it does not mean one 
who is snobbish, pharisaical, self-righteous, goody-goody. 
Such a personality repels. But it does call for a pleasing: 
personality built upon solid Christian character. It means 
a person with ideals and a moral code which will be ac- 
cepted by a good group of high standing or by some other 
fine boy or girl. 


Live by the Best We Have and Know 

A pleasing personality is more than good looks and a 
curvaceous figure. In fact, a pleasing personality can be 
had without either! A pleasing personality is built on am 
inner moral fibre which is displayed by the ability to get 
along with parents and people of the older as well as of 
the younger generation. It is evidenced in the ability to wir 
the right kind of people and to influence friends in the 
right way. A pleasing personality is that indescribable, in- 
tangible something which one achieves by living nobly anc 
courageously the life that Christ came to give to mankind 
It is developed by living by the best we have and know. 
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ANOTHER BOOK REVIEW 


“The Tale of the Widow’s Sons” by Robert Harris Gear- 
hart, Jr. The Muhlenberg Press. 75 pages. $1.00 


The passing years bring changes in 
the externals of man’s life, but one hope 
transcends the centuries—it is to know 
the true God. Many are they who have 
searched for this revelation. The story 
told by Pastor Gearhart turns back the 
years to show a valiant few—widows’ 
sons—who were willing to work and 
suffer, as their fathers had, to find the 
real God. In crowded and in lonely 
places they searched, but their efforts 
were impeded by man’s ungodliness. 
However, in the fullness of time God’s 
Son walked the earth. In Him a wid- 
Ows son saw the Light which his forbears had glimpsed 
with the eye of faith. 


Pastor Gearhart has proven again that he is a master 
story-teller. He has woven an absorbing tale of fact and 
fiction. 


The book is attractively bound and effectively illus- 
trated in black and white and colored drawings. 


“The Tale of the Widows’ Sons” should fill a place 
on your Christmas gift list. 


—Carolyn A. Ducker 
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The Withered Revived at Christmas 


VU HE human mind and heart longingly desire details 

of all events connected with the earthly life of 

Jesus Christ, but the Gospel writers were intent 

upon their spiritual message of God’s Redemptive 

Love as manifested through Christ, and were not prone 
to give wished-for details. 


This wishful desire is probably responsible for much 
of the folklore which has sprung up around the chief events 
in the earthly life of our Lord. However, known customs 
of the day do help us in our understanding of some of the 
references given by the Gospel writers. Many stories have 
arisen about the Manger and the Birth of Christ. A very 
old tradition preserved in Bethlehem to this day, is that 
Jesus was born in a cave. One story states that in front 
of the stable was a ruined house, which was once the home 
of Jesse, David’s father, and that near this spot David 
pastured his sheep. In this setting Mary “brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger”. 


We know that it was sometimes the custom to sprinkle 
a new-born babe with salt instead of washing it. Its arms 
were laid close to its sides and bandages were wrapped 
around it, so that it could hardly move a muscle of hand 
or foot. It was thought that this wrapping would make 
the child healthy and strong. This was the “swaddling 
clothes”. 


One of the beautiful legends of Christmas tells that 
when Mary laid her babe, bound in swaddling clothes, in 
the manger, the dry straw and hay with which it was filled 
were restored to freshness and life, and lovely flowers 
formed themselves into a wreath which twined around the 
head of the Infant Christ. Mixed with the straw were also 
fronds of dry fern, which showed no sign of joy nor rever- 
ence for the new-born King, and were too proud and lazy 
to awaken. As a punishment, the fern was for all time de- 
prived of the privilege of producing flowers and must for- 
ever stand erect and alone in the dark forest, whereas form- 
erly it had borne silver flowers and grew in the sunshine. 


Many of our Luther Leaguers and friends of youth 
during the past year have been proudly holding on to their 
dead shekels, or have been too lazy to arouse themselves 
sufficiently to put into effect their good intentions of send- 
ing in a gift to the Sustaining Membership Fund. The 
silver flowers of a trained leadership are lost to the ex- 
tent of their neglect. The sunshine of the Luther League 
program which depends upon their gifts to shine, has been 
curtailed by their refusal to show, through these gifts, their 
joy in the birth of Christ into their hearts and souls. 


As we celebrate the Gift of God’s Son to the world, 
may we remember to give to the youth of our Church by 
our $1 Contributing or Service Memberships, or our $5 
or more Loyalty, Honor, Memorial or Gift Memberships 
to the Sustaining Membership Fund of the Luther League 
of America. Send your gift today to 405 Muhlenberg 
Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 

MILDRED GARTELMAN, Chairman 
Sustaining Membership Fund Committee 
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A Candlelight Christmas Festival Service 
For Luther | eagues 


The Prelude: A Medley of Christmas Carols 
The Opening Hymn: a 
“OQ Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (1 CSB, i 12Siet)) 


The Ancient Prophecies 
(Soft music while all of the lights are turned out. 
One by one the Prophets enter, recite the Prophecy 
and light a candle. ) 


First Prophet: And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. (Lights first candle) 


Second Prophet: Behold, the days come, saith 
Jehovah, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king 
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. (Lights second candle ) 


Third Prophet: But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlast- 
ing. (Lights third candle) 


Fourth Prophet: For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Lights fourth candle) 


Fifth Prophet: Of the increase of his government 
and of peace shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom to establish 
it, and to uphold it with justice and righteous- 
ness from henceforth, even for ever. (Lights 
fifth candle) 


Sixth Prophet: Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. (Lights sixth candle) 


(From the back of the room, ot in another room 
nearby, a group of Leaguers sing the first two lines of 
“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night’, 12 PSH, and the 
Prophets give the answers as they stand in the candle 


light.) 


Leaguers: Sing without music— 
“Watchman, tell us of the night 
What its signs of promise are?” 
Prophets: 


“Traveler, o'er yon mountain’s height 
See that glory-beaming star.” 
(Sing the entice Hymn antiphonally 
as here indicated ) 


(Prophets take their seats on last stanza.) 


The Annunciation Scene 


(Two angels enter. While first angel recites, the 
second one will light the candles.) 


First Angel: God maketh His angels spirits, His 
ministers a flaming fire. 
_ Bless ye the Lord, all ye His hosts; ye 
ministers of His, that do His pleasure. 


Second Angel: Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that 
excel in strength, that do His commandments, 
hearkening unto the voice of His Word. 
Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord from 

the heavens; 
Praise Him in the heights, 
all His angels; 
Praise ye Him, all His hosts, 
Praise the Lord from the earth, Praise ye 
the Lord. 


(Pianist plays softly, “Now the Day Is Over’, 
while Mary enters and kneels near the angels in the 
candlelight. The tune of 539 CSB, fits the following 
words. ) 


Praise ye Him 


Duet of Two Angels: 


Mary sat at even in the garden’s shade, 
And the evening sunlight round about her 


played. 


Suddenly from heaven came an angel fair, 
To her threshold flying, resting gently there. 
Mary, pale and trembling, to the angel said: 
Mary sings: 
“What may be your message to me, Mary, 
maid?” 
Angels: 
But the angel answered: 
First Angel: 
“Hearken unto me: 
Thou who art a maiden shalt a mother be. 


“Blessed among women, thou shalt bear a 


Son, 
And the Lord shall give Him father David's 
throne.” 


Angels: 
Mary knelt at even praying to the Lord: 
Mary: Roe: 
“Be it to me, Father, according to Thy Word.” 
; —Selected 
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
(HMKCSIR, 28. IBS) 


‘If there ts a curtain, pall it during the singing of 
this hymn and arrange the manger scene.) 


The Manger Scene 
Scripture Reading: St. Luke 2:1-7 
(During soft music of “Away in a Manger’, 
Mary enters, sits by the manger, and the two angels 
stand on either side to the back of Mary. Joseph may 
come in at the same time.) 
Hymn: “Away in a Manger” (536 CSB, 40 PSH) 
Scripture Reading: St. Luke 2:8-16 


(Dating soft music of “While Shepherds Watched 
Thett Flocks’ four shepherds enter and kneel neat 
the manget.) 

Hymn: All Sing “While Shepherds Watched Their 
Flocks” (28 CSB, 24 PSH) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“lerough 


“(le rtges 


By Sister Pearle N. Lyerly 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


One Shepherd Speaks: 


Out of the midnight sky a great dawn broke 

And a voice, singing, flooded it with song. 

“In David’s city was He born’, it sang, 

“A ue Christ the Lord”. Then while 

sat 

Shivering with the thrill of that great cry, 

A mighty choir, a thousand-fold more sweet, 

Suddenly sang, “Glory to God, and peace— 

Peace on the earth”; by heart, almost 

unnerved 

By that swiit loveliness, would hardly beat. 

Speechless we waited till the accustomed night 

Gave us no promise more of sweet surprise; 

Then scrambling to our feet, without a word 

We started through the fields to find the Child. 
—John Erskine 


Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
(Soft music of “‘We Three Kings’ is played while 
the Wise Men enter.) 


First Wise Man: 
High in the heavens a single star, 
Of pure, imperishable light; 
Out of the desert strange and far 
Dim riders riding through the night; 
Above a hilltop sudden song 
Like silver trumpets down the sky— 
And all to welcome One so young 
He scarce could lift a cry. 
—Nancy Byrd Turner 


(All characters light candles when they enter, so 
that by now the room is filled with candle light.) 


(Have a Leaguer tell the story of the song, “We 
Three Kings of Orient Are’, by John H. Hopkins, 
found in many books of hymn stories, or use the 
following to introduce the carol) 


Our New Testament tells us that when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, three wise men 
came to Jerusalem and later to Bethlehem, seeking 
this new-born King. We know also that they were 
guided by a wonderful new star that appeared in 
the sky. 

We do not know just what countries they 
may have come from, probably small kingdoms on 
the other side of the great desert which separated 
their homes from the place where Jesus was born; 
but we do know that they came from the East, 
doubtless mounted on picturesque camels, whose 
padded hoofs could easily withstand the burning 
heat of desert lands. 

If you will listen to the music of “We Three 
Kings of Orient Are”, you will note that this 
rhythm suggests the swaying movements. of the 
camels, and that its minor tones indicate its Ori- 
ental strain. 

Out of the East these wise men came bearing 
rich gifts for this Child of Promise, whose star 
of announcement they had seen. Crossing fertile 
fields, passing waterfalls and rivers, they followed 
on through rugged mountain passes and barren, 
waste desert lands, guided by this strange new star 
which seemed to lead them. 
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The first king brought gold, doubtless for a 
crown with which to honor this new uncrowned 
King of the new kind of Kingdom. 


The second king brought frankincense, a very 
sweet, spicy perfume which, when it is burned, 
makes a spiral smoke that rises heavenward. The 
people of the Old Testament times used it in their 
services of worship, because it helped them to 
think of the nearness of their Heavenly Father. 
Since Jesus was the Father’s best gift to men, 
this wise man from the East brought a gift which 
made him think of Jesus as God’s best gift to 
humanity. 


The third king brought myrrh, a spice always 
used in the burial service in the East. This gift 
of myrrh prophetically reminds us that Jesus was 
to give His life for those He loved and for others 
who knew not the will and spirit of His Heavenly 
Father. 


Hymn for all Leaguers and everyone to sing: 
Three Kings of Orient Are’ (53 PSH) 


“We 


Lighting a Candle for Our Members in 
the Country’s Service 

(Characters exit during singing of last stanza of 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are’ and scene is removed. 
A table with the required number of special candles 
unlighted is then placed center front. The memorial 
tapers, tall golden ones, should be placed in the back 
of the white ones. While the music of the Luther 
League Rally Hymn is played, two Leaguers, dressed as 
indicated in the program notes, enter carrying a lighted 
candle, They take their places on either side of the 
table where the candles are.) 


First Leaguer: 


As our Christmas candles are burning here at 
home, we are conscious of the absence of many of 
our Luther League members who are in the coun- 
try’s service. In spirit they are with us, and in 
our thoughts and prayers they are remembered 
before the manger of the Babe of Bethlehem. 


(If there has not been a casualty from the League— 
or congregation—do not use the following part of 
the service. ) 


We are going to light a candle to symbolize 
the living spirit of our Leaguer....(givename).... 
who was killed in action on....(give date).... As 
the candle is lit we are going to make him an “In 
Memoriam Member” of The Luther League of 
America. (Repeat this statement for each of those who 
have lost their lives, and after all the names have been 
vead, the treasurer will place at the foot of the candles 
the money—$5 a piece or more—for the memberships.) 


“Draciebiars INS Abimerishiteis Gli cagsconcoe Luther 
League I now place on the altar a check for...... 
dollars, making each of our Leaguers who lost 
their lives in the war an “In Memoriam” Member 
of The Luther League of America. In “The Book 
of Golden Memories”, kept at Headquarters in 
Philadelphia, a whole page will be dedicated to the 
memory of each one. In addition, a Memorial 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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| 
Youth Sunday Observance for the 


War Sewice Program of the L. L. of A. Helps 
Provide _ this Special CHRISTMAS Issue of the 
x & * Sewice Leaguer Pree 
to all Service Men and Women in the ULCA. 


| Through the support of many local, district, state and synodical Leagues on Youth 


Sunday, the offerings received at the special Luther League observances on that day 
have helped make possible the free distribution of the special Christmas Issue of “The 
Service Leaguer”. All churches requesting this issue before November 15th, as offered 
on a double postal sent to pastors on October 28th, are now sending their copies along 
with their Christmas correspondence to their men and women in service. You can do 
the same, if your pastor is not doing so, by detaching these_center four pages, and 
including it in your Christmas letter to a fellow-Leaguer in service. 


However, our minimum goal was $2,500 and only $1,440.23 has been received to 
date. In order to carry out the plan of sending free copies of “The Luther League 
Review” and “The Service Leaguer” to all Lutheran Chaplains and Service Centers, 
every League and Leaguer is asked to share in this opportunity to bind the ties of 
Christian fellowship with our Leaguers in service. 


months’ subscription to ‘““The Service Leaguer” at these 
low share-the-cost rates: 


Start the New Year right by sending in a six 
Wer Service Fund Receipts 


November 1, 1944 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ...$ 7.26 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA .... 12 copies for $1.75 

INVA) ALD aeiesa pixies anal ancraleavehe ees as é 

COMUNE TAS DISHR 1 Cisee se 50 copies for 5.00 

CONN CAG y (rate rciete lence ets : i 

ELOR LD AMER ere 5.00 100 copies for 7.50 

GEORGIA-ALABAMA ......... 3.18 

PATNI O fm wea orstactateyecire steverstor ae 15.08 

Perea saqne ob loo Tandadotor ee The reports from the field indicate that the special 

PSTN TOC ae oe Ce service prepared for the Luther League observance of 

KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE ..... 28.00 Youth Sunday—“One World—One Hope”—“is the finest 

TPASIN NO) BABA, Cartas oteu chousieiareuvsiay ene aoe a 

Sane ORE Ong 54.95 program Luther League Headquarters has presented for 

INTRO TERIQCUAING es Heat A OIRE rn Marae On 4.00 some time... . Send us more like it!”* You may still 

MDW Bier oan chc eosin e. 101.25 Ghtainc free (conieee Gina ated saver 

MINNESOTA ....¢scc.cseecase zeP s undated service if for any 

MEGSISGSEPPE 9..).\. 20a eae 7.00 reason you did not put on the program on Youth Sun- 

seen Peat tee on day, September 17th. If your League is not represented 

NEW PERSEY 6.00... ohecnie 45.00 in the State and Synodical totals listed on this page, ar- 

NON? SACOM epee eure ie actrees 126.31 range to hold your own servi i a 

INfONRIIEL TAUSONBIEINUN “Gooanedous 26.12 Ww ei O ” Rea eae: ie Paco One 

OTTO en et eee 20.75 orld—One Hope”, at an early date and send in your 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST ...... contributions to the War Service Proer cs i 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA .. 167.78 ma row and it Ayal e le ae ee a 

MINISTERIUM ............... aon 6 y grow and its marvelous work may continue’.* 

PES BURG Elen grectewnuttharsskeree re ee 37.84 E 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 4.....0): 23.45 *Excerpts from the report of 1s 

SOUTH CAROLINA .......... 220.86 Shenton . St. Peter’s Luther League, 

ie NGM etree a Mere, ee, 44.73 PAN COA AN ae 

VIR GHIGNGVA DR aii ons cogetirsteten et onsts aniten oats 70.41 

WV Saab GEN Di a vepersueret tes ssefeners 3.00 

WV TSSUS WD INS UIN US sg tet acaba cw kieran taal oe25) _—— |! 
HEA@ iA Loam mate ers ee $1440.23 
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A lost fe Blessed 


*“Deace on Earth ,.. Goodwill Toward Men” 


hnough The Christian Movement 
Toward World Order 


By DR. O. FREDERICK NOLDE, Professor of The Lutheran Seminary, Philadelphia 


Final Part of a Series 


V. The Movement is proceeding with 
an attack from the bottom up; 
that is, it is seeking to enlighten 
and to strengthen the consciences 
of Christians in all walks of life, 
so that they will assume a respon- 
sible part as Christian citizens. 


This approach involves education of 
the masses of people. It has both short 
range and long range implications. 
Public opinion is immediately needed 
as an impetus to the right decisions 
which governments: must now make. 
As public opinion is developed in this 
and other countries, through a far- 
reaching and somewhat correlated pro- 
gram of education, it will continuingly 
serve as a means of support upon which 
a developing world order can count. 


Thousands of parishes and communi- 
ties in this country have been organiz- 
ing themselves for study and action. 
Church leaders are taking the initiative 
to enlighten and to strengthen the con- 
sciences of individuals so that Chris- 
tians may fulfill their function as citi- 
zens—citizens of our own land, but 
ultimately citizens of the world. 


A World At Peace 


Some nineteen hundred years ago, 
God brought to the consciousness of 
man a Christmas message. “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men in whom he is well 
pleased” (Luke 2:14). Translated in 
different ways, its meaning is sub- 
stantially the same. From God there 
has come to man the possibility of 
peace in Jesus Christ. This message 
has brought comfort to countless thou- 
sands of individuals. And yet, in the 
broader areas of human relations, men 
have consistently thwarted the purpose 
of God. They have recurringly engaged 
in wars. Even in times of peace, they 
have teetered on the brink of a new 
catastrophe, 


On To Victory 


As the Christian looks at life in the 
immediate and distant future, he may 
be discouraged by the difficulties which 
lie before him. He will doubtless find 
obstacles that are seemingly insur- 


on when they were 


come into the house, they saw 
the young Child with Mary His 
mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shipped Him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto Him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myctch. 


'—St. Matthew 2:11 


mountable. In the face of all kinds of 
perplexities and stumbling blocks, how 
can Christian effort succeed? He will 
find reassurance in the knowledge that 
Christianity was born in adversity. 
Christianity has had to encounter and 
overcome difficulties throughout its en- 
tire history. It was in times of hard- 
ship that the Christian message 
mounted to its highest peak of effect- 
iveness. 


~. Something of this thought was sensed 


by the writer of Revelation. He pre- 
pared his work for churches that were 
undergoing all kinds of trials—reli- 
gious, social, political, economic. Could 
they withstand the seemingly intermin- 
able threats made against them? In 
vivid imagery, the author pictures 
seven seals to be broken, each of them 
expressive of calamity and hardship. 
One after another is opened, and with 
each new trials are revealed. The 
reader expects that, with the opening 
of the seventh seal, the end of hard- 
ship and struggle will be reached. But 
no! With the breaking of the seventh 
seal, seven‘trumpets are introduced, de- 
nicting further woes. As the seventh 
trumpet draws near, the end must 
surely be at hand. Again, with the 
seventh trumpet, seven bowls appear, 
vehicles of wrath. Then, in the midst 
of this dreary pictute,sat last a note of 
hope is sounded: “The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever”. 


Through seemingly interminable 
hardship to eventual victory! That is 
the theme of Revelation. It is also the 
theme of Christian endeavor. There 
are rays of light and encouragement 
appearing on the way although many 
times failure seems to attend all effort. 
But no need for discouragement! 
Christianity began with difficulties. It 
has faced them all through the cen- 
turies. It will continue to meet them 
throughout the years to come. How- 
ever, the influence. of the Gospel has 
been felt, maintained, and increased. 
Thus, too, it must go on through in- 
terminable hardship to eventual victory! 


—Excerpts from paragraphs in “Christian 
World Action’, used with permission 


Prepared by DR. N. M. YLVISAKER, Director, Service Commission, National Lutheran Council 
President, Chaplains Association, Army and Navy of the United States 


anvocation 


In the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


Carol 


“Come Hither, Ye Faithful” (Hymn 
9 in Army-Navy Service Book). 


Call Co Worship 


O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my 
mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 


Arise, shine; for Thy light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee. For, behold, the dark- 
ness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people, but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and His 
glory shall be seen upon thee. 


Carol 


“CQ Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
(Hymn 6 in the ANSB) 


A Prophecy, Isaiah 9:2-7 


“The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light 
shined. Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy 
in. harvest, and as men rejoice 
when they divide the spoil. For 
Thou hast broken the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff of his should- 


er, the rod of his oppressor, as in. 


the day of Midian. For every bat- 
tle of the warrior is with confused 
noise and garments rolled in blood: 
but this shall be with burning and 
fuel of fire. For unto us a child is 


born, unto us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to estab- 
lish it with judgment and with jus- 
tice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform it.” 


A Praver 

Almighty and Eternal God, who by 
the promise of the gift of light 
didst bring hope to the hearts of 
mankind, grant unto us that same 
assurance in our day. By the In- 
carnation of Thine only begotten 
Son, dispel the shadows and dark- 
ness of this world and illumine the 
hearts of men with the Light of 
Thy salvation. Amen. 


Carol 


O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. ; 


O holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray, 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 


The Christmas Story 


St. Luke 2:1-18 


Confession of Faith 
A Praver 


Almighty God, to whom belongeth 
mercy, we come before Thee in 
the spirit of praise and admiration. 
Deeply grateful for all Thy count- 
less blessings to us and to man- 
kind, in this hour our hearts are 
filled with joy and gratitude for 
Thine unspeakable gift, the sending 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ into the 
world. As we celebrate His birth 
we would add our voices of joy to 
the song of the angels. With the 
humble who inquired of the cir- 
cumstances surrounding His birth, 
we still search for the truth that is 
to be found only in Him. As we 
worship Thee, through Him, may 
there come into our lives that spirit 
of love and goodwill which was 
manifest in His Advent. This we 
ask in the name of the Christ- 
Child. Amen. 


Silent Right, Holy Right 


(Hymn 7 in the ANSB) 


The Benediction 


God the Father bless us, 

God the Son defend us, 

God the Holy Ghost preserve us 
Now and forevermore. Amen. 


Carol 


“Joy to the World” 
(Hymn 8 in the ANSB) 


Our Earnest Prayer Te That The Time May Ge Near 


Home “fo 


“LORD SPEED THE DAY” 


We at home share with you who are 
away one earnest prayer—“that this 
war may cease soon’. Our offer of 
this petition may not be prompted by 
all the things that urge you to pray it. 
But as surely as we both implore God 
to give the answer to this prayer there 
are at least two thoughts we share in 
asking—that we may know the full 
measure of His love in the joy of peace 
on earth and that you may come home 
to us, your loved ones. 


XY 


\ 


In our dreams, as in waking hours, 
-we envision the glad moment when we 
will have you near once more. No 
matter how long since you left us—it 
has been altogether too long. We are 
as anxious and as fearful of that day 
as when we waited on Christmas Eve 
for old Santa to appear. 


In all our anxiety we find that won- 
derful and abiding comfort in the full 
assurance that Christmas dares come 
again, even into this war-torn world. 
Oh what joy that sentence gives: 


Laved Owes... 


“Fear not; for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” 


Your loyalties are to country as they 
are to Church. Those latter loyalties 
are so well expressed in the hymn: 


“OQ Christians leagued together 
To battle for the right, 

Arise and don your armor, 
Put the foe to flight. 

We've given our allegiance 
To serve without surcease, 
The mighty Lord of armies 
And gentle Prince of Peace.” 


So we will not expect you until 
the war is done. On the other hand, 
we are confident that your life is 
counting for much in giving witness 
to the Truth which shall make all 
men free—even to Him Who is 
Christ the Lord. 
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Our sincere hope is that even be- 
fore you read these lines hostilities 
will have ceased. If, however, the 
days of battle are not over, there is 
confidence in every Christian heart 
that it will be where you are as it 
was in old Bethlehem. 


“Above thy deep and dreamless 
sleep, 
The silent stars go by.” 


Pie 


Even though the din of battle may be 
so fierce and bursting bombs and shells 
may drown out every voice so that 


“No ear may hear His coming 
Yet in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive 

Him still, 


The dear Christ enters in.” 


May the deep, abiding joy of Chris- 
tian faith be God’s gift to you and us 
and all men everywhere this Christ- 
mas, so that whether there be war or 
peace we will press on in the great 
promise that in His heart there is 
“good will toward men”. If we have 
faith in God, when all is said and done, 
“The Kingdom ours remaineth”. 


“The peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, keep your hearts 
through Christ Jesus.” 


THE REV. JOSEPH W. FREASE 


Executive Secretary-elect, 
Luther League of America 
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By LIEUT. PHILIP MULLER 


This is Lieutenant Philip Muller’s interpretation of the current Youth Sunday theme, “One 
World—One Hope’’. It was given by him to the Luther League of the Lutheran Church of 
the Incarnation, Columbia, S. C., at their observance of that day. Lieutenant Muller is a veteran 
of the Italian campaign where, stepping on a land mine near Cassino, he lost both legs. He 
ts realistic in his outlook, but not bitter, as his message will show. 


The majority of people have one hope that is upper- 
most in their minds now. However, I’m afraid it is not 
the hope I’m going to speak of. They hope the war will 
be over soon and all of the 
boys can come home and live 
like civilized people again. This 


to extend. Let’s talk about the boy over there. Is he 
coming closer to Christ? Let me tell you he is, closer than 
he has ever been in all his life. He begins thinking about 
it as soon as he walks up the 
ganegplank to the boat that is 
to take him away from _ his 


is, or should be, a secondary loved ones and his home. When 
hope for all of us. We should The World Is One he gets over there and goes 


hope that the war will continue 
until all of the factors or forces 


The world is one; we cannot live apatt, 


into combat, he wishes he had 
been a better Christian, and, 


causing it are wiped from the Wanenrih ei ceniolestiracesniocrare hire by wishing it, he is a better 
face of this earth. When these God made the generations of one blood; Christian already. A man over 
elements are removed we can Man’s separation is a sign of sin. there is closer to God in his 


then hope for peace. By “forces” 


everyday thoughts. He doesn’t 


I don’t mean any certain race What though we solve the secret of the stars, wait until Sunday to pray—he 


of people. I mean the forces 
that cause people to go mad 
and act as rabid animals, and 


Or from the vibrant ether pluck a song, prays when he feels the need 
Can this for all man’s tyranny atone 
While Mercy weeps and waits and suffers long? 


of it, which is often. The hu- 
man race is funny. When 


which make it necessary to Put up the sword, its day of anguish past; everything runs smooth they 
treat them as such. When these Disarm the forts, and then, the war-flags furled, seem to forget who they have 
forces are gone, we shall see Forever keep the air without frontiers, to thank for all their good for- 
the beginning of the realization The great, free, friendly highway of the world. tune, but let things get bumpy 


of the supreme hope—that true 
religion and love of God may 


So that at last to rapture men may come, 
And heat again the music of the spheres, 


and they turn to the One they 
know Who will help them. A 


be uppermost in the thoughts And stand erect, illamined, radiant, free, little child goes to his mother 
of all men of all races. When The travail and the triumph of the years. or father because he knows his 


that hope is realized, we will 
have no wars. This will not 
happen in terms of hours, days 
or months. We won't see the 
fulfillment of this hope during our generation, but we will 
be able to see great strides toward the fulfillment of it. 

Strange as it seems, this very war, which we condemn, 
is bringing the realization of this supreme hope nearer. 
I don’t know if you will agree with me, but I'll try to show 
you how I came to this conclusion. 

Before the war we all had it pretty easy, with plenty 
of the things we needed, a lot we didn’t need, and our 
loved ones were not scattered over the face of this earth. 
Did we go to Church to give thanks for these blessings? 
Yes, if it didn’t interfere with other things we wanted to do. 
Now people are coming closer to Christ and are finding a 
new understanding of Him. We are beginning to realize 
that we do need the comfort and security He is willing 
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—Hinton White parents love him and will help 
him. His instinct is to turn to 
them first. The soldier turns 
to God for the very same rea- 

sons and from the same instincts. He knows God loves 
him and will help him. Even when a man is seriously 
wounded, he feels that God is with him and it makes it 
far easier for him his to bear. I am speaking from personal 
experience and also from what I have actually seen. 

Let me tell you that all of these boys will return to 
America far better Christians than when they left. It 
will be up to them and the folks over here to see that the 
world does not lose the ground gained in such a hard 
way, but ground undoubtedly gained, toward the day when 
all men will love and honor the one God, our Christ, and 
act accordingly. When that day comes, we shall have 
no more wars. That is what we are striving and fighting 
for: “One World—One Hope”. 
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A LIFE SERVICE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
(Continued from Page 2) 
Second Wise Man (Lays gift of frankincense at manger): 
“Fragrant as a forest bower 
Doth frinkincense proclaim Thy power, 


True God in Thee to earth descended, 
Our Hope that death in life has ended.” 


Third Wise Man (Lays gift of myrrh at manger): 
“This bitter myrrh so keen and pure 
Portends what scribes did long before 
Proclaim: A heart so noble, undefiled, 
Scourged, mocked, unjustly crucified.” 


(Exit) 
Act I. Scene 4 


(A group of youthful carolers back-stage sing, ““As With Gladness 
Men of Old’’.) 
Lady: “As the centuries grew older increasing numbers be- 
gan to follow in the footsteps of the simple, earnest 
shepherds and the men of knowledge.” 


(Curtain) 


(Male chorus sings, ‘First Noel’ with descant.) 


Act II. Scene 1 
Violin or Piano Solo: “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 


(Note: Turn off lights after each scene.) 

(At conclusion of the number a full-toned voice is heard from 
backstage. The curtain is drawn to permit an opening of approximately 
six feet in the center of which, kneeling on one knee with head in- 
clined, a darkly clothed figure supports before him a rudely hewn cross.) 
Reader: “‘A new commandment I give unto you, that you 

love one another even as I have loved you.’ Thus spoke 

Christ, our Redeemer, who Himself lived a life of 

love and for love died upon the cross. From that day, 

the symbol of the cross of Calvary became an example 
of self-sacrifice for man to follow. And the apostles of 

Christ did strive to imitate the principles of that life 

of selfless service, ever spurred on by the sign of the 

empty cross.” 


Act II. Scene 2 


(Lights are turned out until reader is well into next speech. They 
are then turned on to reveal a lame man crouched down on the street, 
his crutches lying beside him.) 


Piano Solo: “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”’ 


Reader: “Among those who followed most closely in the 
footsteps of our Master were Peter and John. Their 
faith in the power of Jesus gave them strength to do 
acts of love for suffering fellowmen. To the lame man 
at the Beautiful Gate were said the simple words: 
‘Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give 
T thee’. 


(Peter and John may be portrayed with Peter stretching out his 
hand to help the man up who at the end of the speech walks off.) 


Act II. Scene 3 


Piano plays in stirring martial manner: “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God” 


r eee on showing an outstretched arm in the hand 

Reader: “A hand outstretched. The daring hand of Martin 
Luther in which there lies the Truth of all the ages 
written. A book that is a ray of everlasting light given 
to men of simple birth to read and follow. He hid it 
not in deep obscurity, and so we thank him who did 
give to us the privilege of being free to search our 
Master’s Holy Word for Truth, and not as slaves to 
rules and regulations bound.” 
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Act II. Scene 4 
(At the beginning of this scene and between each part. while each 
character leaves stage, violin plays, ‘‘Lord, Speak To Me That I May 
Speak’’.) 


Reader: “These are the men of service. These who dedi-. 
cate their lives to their fellowmen, follow in the foot- 
steps that were made them so many years ago by Him 
whose pathway led up to a cross.” 


(Young man in clerical garb stands at center of stage holding an 
open Bible.) 


Reader: “Here is a man of service, a man who heals the 
souls of men; who helps them on their troubled way; 
who fights for truth as warriors fight for victory. From 
pulpit’s lofty height, his voice proclaims the gospel of 
God’s love.” 

(A young man in surgical dress appears.) 


Reader: “Here, a doctor, healer of men’s bodies, stands. 
With his keen brain and clever fingers, he is like to 
Him who healed the beggars’ leprosy?’ 

(Nurse comes to stand beside doctor.) 

“Beside him stands a nurse whose cooling hand is 
laid on many a feverish brow. Her heartfelt sympathy 
does much to ease the patient’s pain and stress. These 
we must honor too, whose love has made them dedi- 
cate their lives to help their fellowman.” 

(A girl appears holding slate.) 


Reader: “A teacher with her slate does teach the world 
that wisdom isa perfect pearl. She teaches justice, 
truth and right and that all men were equal born.” 

(A man, woman and child appear.) 


Reader: “A father, mother and a child—a family in God. 
The greatest gifts of God are here portrayed. To man 
and wife, He gives a child and to the child her parents. 


O blessed house, where man and wife, united 
In Thy true love, have both one heart and mind, 
Where both to Thy salvation are invited, 

And in Thy doctrine both contentment find. 


O blessed house, where little children tender, 

Are laid upon Thy heart with hands of prayer, 
Where they are taught Thy wisdom to remember, 
And at Thy feet to lay their every care.” 


(Curtain) 


(Entire cast assembles on stage to sing: “‘Gloria In Excelsis Deo’’.) 


PREPARE NOW FOR 


Luther League Missionary Day 


JANUARY 28, 1945 


Secure and Present the Program 


"Ye Ane Uy Disciples” 


By Mrs. Catherine Herze] 


Available December 15, 1944 


Order from 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


CHRISTMAS CANDLES THROUGH 
THE AGES 


(Continued from Page 15) 


Booklet. will be sent to the family (or other per- 
son designated) by the Headquarters Office. 


Second Leaguer: Let us now observe a minute 
of silence in sacred memory of each of our 
Leaguers who have given their lives for our coun- 
try. (The group stands in silence for a minute.) 


Our Leaguers who are active in the service 
are to be remembered as active Leaguers in our 
Church. Tonight it will be our joy to place upon 
the altar the money needed to continue their active 
membership in The Luther League of America. 
We want them to know their names are carried 
on our rolls here in our Church and League, and 
that it is a joy to light a candle for each one, and 
to remember him at the throne of grace in our 
prayers. (Leader calls the names of the Leaguers in 
service while the angel lights a candle for each one. 
Make this ‘Parents’ Night at League’ and let them 
know what you are doing. Also write to the Leaguers 
away from home, and ask them to remember the hout.) 


Treasurer: I place upon the altar a check for 
dollars, representing 25 cents per member 
in the service. This will make each of them listed 
as an active member in The Luther League of 
America for 1945. 

; Second Leaguer: The pastor will now lead us 
in prayer. 

Leader: As the Wise Men brought their gifts 
to the manger-crib of the new-born King, so we, 
too, may bring our offerings for the work of ex- 
tending the Kingdom of Christ through our Luther 
Leagues. We want the light of the Christmas Star 
to shine around the world so that the youth of 
our Church may truly enjoy “Peace on earth, good- 
will to men” in the days and years to come. 


The Offering (Special music) 
Dedicatory Prayer 


Hymn: “Silent Night! Holy Night” 
O30 C818, 20 I2Sie)) 


The Benediction 


Program Notes 


Send the Memorial Memberships and the regu- 
lar dues (25¢ per member) for each Leaguer in 
the country’s service to The Luther League of 
America through the usual channels, the treasurer 
of your State or Synodical League, being sure to 
give the following information in each case: 


Name of the Person Memorialized 
Person or Group Memorializing 


Name and Address of Person to whom Me- 
MonialeBooklet ais tombe Seilimmenmenieccas«c-s+65-e « 


Two other types of membership now available 
to people in service are: 

Service Membership at $1.00 per person, with 
an appropriate pocket card being issued to the per- 
son for whom or by whom it is given; Honor 
Membership, at $5.00 per person honored, with a 
certificate issued to the person so honored. Either 
of these last may be substituted, if there have 
been no casualties, or where the number of persons 
in service from the League is not large. 

Costume Suggestions: The prophets wear long 
flowing robes of bright colors, with contrasting 
colors for head and shoulder coverings. Consult 
pictures for ideas. The angels are to be dressed in 
long white flowing robes, with wings, if available. 
Mary should wear a sky-blue robe, with white 
covering over head and shoulders; robes of dark 
shades or brown tunics; wise men, richly dressed 
with crowns and decorated capes. The First 
Leaguer should wear a lovely white flowing robe, 
with gold streamers going across shoulders and 
around the waist from a six inch Luther League 
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emblem on center chest. The Second Leaguer (who lights the “In 
Memoriam” candles) may be dressed in a rich, gold, owing custume. 


Candles, of suitable size and number, should be placed about 
the room in safe places before the meeting, so that at the proper 
time they may be lighted by some of the costumed characters or 
others appointed to do so. The characters themselves should either 
carry longer candles or light those prominently placed at the front 
of the room. 


_ _.Each candle of remembrance should have attached some card 
indicating for whom it is lighted. At the close of the service it may 
be given to the parents (or someone whom they may designate in 
advance of the meeting) of the ones remembered, with the request 
that it be burned again at the table when they have their Christmas 
dinner, at which time also they will offer a prayer on behalf of their 


loved one. Some such wording as the following may be used on 
the card: 


“This candle was first burned at St. John’s Luther League as a 
LOKENEOI OU TMOUSHtSN@teciid: DrAyeKgu TOs crits), December 
., 1944. Please burn it again at Christmas dinner and offer a 
prayer on his behalf when it is burned.” 


The Christmas Gift That Keeps 
on Giving Thacughout the Year! 


GIVE YOUR FRIENDS A 
SUBSCRIPTION TO 


he 
Luther League 


Keutew 


The new and modern Golden Anniversary issues of 
“The Luther League Review” will be a 
must on every Luther Leaguer’s 
shopping list 


Remember the men and women in service, your 
nearest Service Center, your friends and fellow- 
Leaguers, by sending them a year’s subscription for 
as little as 90 cents each in orders of 10 or more; 
$1.00 each for 5 to 9; or $1.25 each for 1 to 4. 


Upon request an appropriate Christmas greeting 
will be sent to the person for whom 
you subscribe 


ORDER TODAY 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


1228 Spruce Street 
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“CANDLES IN THE NIGHT” 


Theme of 
49th Annual Convention 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS 
August 4-6, 1944 


August 4th dawned brightly for the 
Leaguers of St. Louis District. It was 
the day that they were expecting 
guests—the Luther League of Illinois 
was meeting there for their 49th An- 
nual Convention and Greater St. Louis 
District was the host, St.. Mark’s En- 
glish Lutheran Church, the home. 


Registration opened at noon on Fri- 
day as many of the Leaguers came in 
very early and spent the day in visit- 
ing and getting acquainted. An in- 
formal reception was held at the church 
in the evening. There was fun, games, 
singing, refreshments. Things were be- 
ginning to get under way for the big 
affairs of the next two days. 


Holy Communion Marks 
Formal Opening 


Saturday morning, Communion Serv- 
ice marked the formal opening of the 
Convention and the first portion of 
the convention theme was _ heard, 
“Christ in the Body”. The message 
was given by Rev. Andrew Swasko, 
Berwyn. Citing the complacency with 
which so many hold to themselves 
their knowledge of God he said, ‘“‘There 
is too little concern to seeing that 
Christ lives within me. Christ should 
be the hope of our lives. There is not 
enough concern regarding our relation 
to God”. Referring to the present day 
world conditions he stated, “The world 
is indeed in darkness. While we know 
that we live within God, we must also 
know that God lives within us. When 
we have that living Christ, we inspire 
those whom we seek to help”. In 
speaking of the manner in which we 
accept Christ he said, “Unconditional 
surrender must be the terms that ap- 
ply to our Christ’. 


The first business session followed 
this service. Reports of officers were 
received and business pertaining to the 
order of the day was conducted. The 
convention voted an amendment to the 
present constitution of the Luther 
League of Illinois in the establishing 
of the office of first vice-president to 
replace the present office of Promotion- 
al Secretary. The first vice-president 
to take on the duties ef promoting the 
work of the Luther League in all its 


Twenty-four 


HE LAU + 


branches and also to assume the editor- 
ship of the “Herald”, the official publi- 
cation of the Luther League of Illinois. 
The various secretaries presented re- 
ports and statistics of their depart- 
ments and urged the continued support 
of local, state and national orgaizations. 


The Intermediate Luncheon was un- 
der the supervision of Miss Bernice 
Carlson, Intermediate Secretary. The 
importance of this age-group in pres- 
ent day League work was recognized 
and emphasized. 


New Officers Elected 


The afternoon session began with 
devotions led by Miss Hulda Riecken- 
berg, Educational Secretary. Business 
that followed was a continuation of the 
morning and also the election of offi- 
cers for the coming year. Officers 
elected were: President, Ann Schomo- 
gy, St. Louis; lst Vice-President, Ruth 
R. Greve, Chicago; 2nd Vice-Presi- 
dent, Hulda Rieckenberg, Steelville; 
Secretary, Evelyn Kusch, Springfield; 
Treasurer, Rev. Arnold H. Kaitschuk, 
Campbell Hill. The appointed secre- 
taries are: Missionary, Mrs. Lucille 
Meyer, Chicago; Life Service, Mrs. 
Samuel A. Oren, Rockford; Education- 
al, Sister Elizabeth Huth, Burlington, 
Iowa; Intermediate, Bernice Carlson, 


Wheaton; Sustaining Membership 
Chairman, John W. Dameron, St. 
Louis. 


The Luther League of Illinois over- 
subscribed its quota on the Missionary 
Project of The Luther League of 
America and has undertaken a local 
project of $500.00 to be used for fur- 
nishings in the dormitories of the Luth- 
eran Theological Seminary at Chicago. 


Dr. Foelsch, Banquet Speaker 


The Banquet of the Convention was 
an inspiring and long-to-be-remembered 
affair. Held in one of the downtown 
St. Louis hotels, it was truly a high- 
light of the week-end. The spirit of 
the Leaguers was in tune with the oc- 
casion—the message was received in 
the address given by Dr. Charles B. 
Foelsch, Chicago, who dealt with the 
second portion of the theme, “Christ 
in the Heart”. Speaking on the sub- 
ject, he admonished his hearers that 
Christ in the heart means something 
more than just going to church and 
paying of dues. The new mode seems 
to be that we have outlived the old 
standards. God will never be able to 
use our hands and feet and bodies until 
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we have made our great commitment | 
to Him, “Take my heart, and let it be: 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee”. 


After the Banquet hour the Leaguers | 
were entertained with various unique: 
and unusual bits of artistry. A good! 
evening was spent by all. 


Convention Closes Sunday Morning 


The final service was the Sunday’ 
Morning Worship held in connection | 
with the regular services at St. Mark’s., 
Dr. Fred F. Mueller, Pastor’ ‘or “Sil 
Mark’s, gave the closing address of’ 
the convention theme, “Christians in| 
Action”. His thought was that it is| 
the Christian people and the Christian | 
Church that will bring light into this | 
darkened world. “The Christian’s man-. 
ner is to let his light shine naturally 
and openly. The true Christian does: 
not hide his light under a bushel. The: 
Church brings that light to us and we: 
in turn bring it to others. To do so is. 
the great privilege and responsibility of 
Christians.” 


During this service was held the 
formal installation of the newly-elected 
officers. This was performed by Dr. 
Mueller. Another year of fellowship 
and inspiration has begun in the Luther 
League of Illinois. 


Dr. Alfred L. Grewe, pastor of Faith 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, led the 
Inspirational Finale and gave the 
homeward thoughts in closing the con- 
vention. The Leaguers in Service who 
could not be present in person were 
remembered. It is hoped that e’re an- 
other year has passed and plans are 
made for the 50th: Annual Convention, 
it will be possible for all to meet to- 
gether once more. Attendance at the 
Convention was gratifying, despite mis- 
cellaneous handicaps. 


Street Car Ride Enjoyed 


The Convention was officially closed 
at noon on Sunday, August 6, but the 
Leaguers were invited to meet at the 
church in the afternoon for a pleasant 
trip through the city via the street 
car. Cars were chartered and the 
Leaguers rode merrily through the 
suburbs, downtown, and along Forest 
Park in ease and comfort, not caring 
about the hustle and bustle of the usual 
public conveyance. Refreshments en- 
route made the hot afternoon melt 


away about as fast as the heat melted 
the ice cream. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Northern 


NORTHERN DISTRICT LUTHER 
LEAGUE CONVENTION 


“Faith is the Victory” was the theme 
for the annual District Luther League 
Convention of Northern California held 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sacra- 
mento, on October 7 and 8. 


The general theme was carried out 
in the banquet room with red, white, 
and blue streamers, which were twisted 
for the tables. Bowls of red and white 
flowers were used with greenery about 
the room. In back of the speaker’s 
table, a huge V with a cross, was 
placed. Small red crosses were table 
favors. 

The program opened with prayer 
by The Rev. Robert S. Romeis and 
greetings from L. V. Leonard, Board 
of Trustees of St. John’s Church, An- 
nita Buderer, President, Senior Luther 
League, and Irene Eisler, President, 
Intermediate Luther League. The visit- 
ing Leagues from San Francisco, Oak- 
land, Richmond, San Jose and Sacra- 
mento were introduced. Vivian Jarvis 
played on the piano “The Juggleress” 
and “The Surf”. Comedy sketches were 
given by Art Strader and Annita Bud- 
erer. Gloria Sing’s vocal solos were 
Me Eleatt = i hatice nee, sande: O)veray 
for Peace”. 


Chaplain Robert A. Preston of Mc- 
Clellan Field, gave a talk, “New Chal- 
lenges to Faith” and showed movies of 
the Chaplains’ Corps with Ronald Rea- 
gan. Dolores Stadler presided over the 
two business sessions. 

A Luther League Sunday School 
Forum was conducted by J. G. Isen- 
hour, Sunday morning, followed by the 
11 o’clock church service. Rev. Robert 
S. Romeis preached on “Faith is the 
Victory”. The St. John’s Choir sand 
“Bells Over Jordan”. 


The convention luncheon, with lots 
of spaghetti nad applie pie ala mode 
and cake, followed. 
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California District Convention, St. 


John’s Church, 


New District officers are: President, 
Annita Buderer, St., John’s, Sacra- 
mento; Vice-President, Marion Gjerde, 
Grace Church, Richmond; Secretary, 
Elarriett. Denton, St. John's, Sacra- 
mento; Secretary, Janice Nelson, Grace 
Church, Richmond. Rev. Harold J. 
Lorimer, Pastoral Adviser of the Dis- 
trict, installed the new officers. Out- 
going officers are: Edward Odling, 
Grace Church, President; Dolores 
Stadler, St. John’s, Sacramento, Vice- 
President; Eunice Roe, Grace Church, 
Richmond, Secretary; and Alice Fal- 
lon, St. Paul’s, Vallejo, Treasurer. 


Committees which prepared plans 
for the convention are: Program—Yo- 
landa Simons, Norma Gillman, Doro- 
thy Senn, William Stadler; Registra- 
tion—Dolores Stadler, Marilyn John- 
son, Mary Kreinsieck, Suzanne Stevens, 
Richard Arthur, Bernard Denton; Food 
—Annita Buderer, Priscilla Kleppel, 
Donna Rasmussen, Vivian Larsen; 
Housing—Harriet Denton, Irene Eis- 
ler, Jacqueline Jordan, Robert Schnauss; 
Decorations—Marilyn Brubeck, Mari- 
lyn Kleppel, Marjorie Arthur, Thomas 
Wittsche, Edward Lawson, Ernst 
Simons; Songs—Miss Priscilla Klep- 
pel; Publicity—Dorothy Senn; Recon- 
struction—Lauren Larsen, Delmer Ras- 
mussen. 


Hollis leaguers 
Attend - 

Pinecrest 

Dunes 


leadership 
Training School 


Sacramento, Cal. 


NEWS FROM HOLLIS 


War has not lessened the activities 
of the Luther League of Holy Trinity 
Church, Hollis, Long Island, New 
York. Graduation exercises were held 
recently, and six Intermediates came 
into the Senior group. Twenty-four of 
the Leaguers attended the Pinecrest 
Dunes Luther League Leadership 
School held at Pinecrest Dunes, Pe- 
conic, L. I., this summer, and won the 
Attendance Award Banner. Waste 
paper collections by the Leaguers, 
from the homes of the church mem- 
bers, has netted the League treasury 
over $200.00. For a recent supper de- 
votional meeting, two of the boys of 
the League constructed an Indian tepee 
and camp fire in the lecture room of 
the Church, since the topic was “The 
American Indian”. A new Christian 
flag with staff has been purchased for 
the church by the League, and will be 
presented at a regular Sunday service. 
The girls of the League have knitted 
two afghans for the Red Cross, and 
have started on the third. Athletic 
contests are planned between the In- 
termediates and the Seniors, and an 
interesting social program has been 


planned, including a play, and a two- 
day trip to a ski lodge in the moun- 
tains. 


—ERNEST F. SCHWABE 
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NORTH CAROLINA HOLDS 
POSTPONED CONVENTION 
AT KANNAPOLIS 
September 22, 23 and 24 were Luther 
League Convention days for North 
Carolina. It was the twenty-fourth an- 


nual Convention for the North Caro- 
lina Luther Leaguers. Kimball Me- 
morial Lutheran Church, Kannapolis, 


was host. 
Convention Theme 


“On Christ, The Rock’, was the 
Convention theme. Dr. M. L. Stire- 
walt, Professor at the Lutheran Theo- 
logical Southern Seminary, Columbia, 
S. C., was the Convention speaker. His 
three messages were entitled, “On 
Christ, The Rock”: “Stands the Chris- 
tian Nation”, “Grows the Christian 
Church”, and “Rests a Lasting Peace”. 


The Convention Chaplain, Rev. Cline 
W. Harbinson of Hickory, conducted 
three devotional periods of “Quiet Mo- 
ments”. His subjects were, “The Rock 
of Love’, ‘The Rock of Faith’, and 
“The Rock of Hope”. 

The Convention hymn was 
Christ, The Solid Rock, I Stand!” 


The Convention opened on Friday 
night, September 22, with the annual 
banquet, which was held in the educa- 
tional building of Kimball Memorial 
Church. 358 were in attendance. The 
Reverend Walter T. Naul, China Grove, 
was toastmaster. Dr. Stirewalt was the 
speaker, delivering the first of his three 
addresses. The Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary Quartet furnished 
special music for the banquet. 


“On 


Two business sessions were held on 
Saturday. 


New Officers Elected 

At the morning session officers for 
1944-45 were elected. The new officers 
are: Mabel Seagle, Lincolnton, Presi- 
dent; G. C. Miller, Salisbury, Vice- 
President; Betty Scott Lentz, Salis- 
bury, Recording Secretary; Jamima 
Powell, Kannapolis, Statistical Secre- 
tary; Evelyn Troutman, Hickory, 
Treasurer; Harold Deal, Hickory, Ar- 
chivist; and Leroy Trexler, Granite 
Quarry, Member of the Executive 
Committee for two years. 


Leroy Trexler, Vice-President, pre- 
sided at the business sessions of the 
convention in the absence of President 
Carl A. Litaker, who is now with the 
Armed Forces. 

Pittsburgh Convention 

Delegates Chosen 


Delegates to the National Conven- 
tion in 1945 were elected at the morn- 
ing business session. They are: Mabel 
Seagle, Lincolnton; Leroy Trexler, 
Granite Quarry; Evelyn Troutman, 
Hickory; G. C. Miller, Salisbury; Rev. 
Herman Cauble, Concord; Betty Scott 
Lentz, Salisbury; Rev. David Cooper, 
Kannapolis; Margaret Shelby, Gas- 
tonia; Mary Lee Leonard, Lincolnton; 
and Paul Cobb, Greensboro. 


Alternate delegates are: Jamima 
Powell, Kannapolis; Dorothy Seagle, 
Lincolnton; Miriam Horton, Salisbury; 
Romania Echerd, Kannapolis; Eliza- 
beth Simpson, Charlotte; Margaret 
Indanysats, Jexciionternirs Imi, Nl, Jkleyersenay, jf, 
Charlotte; Dorothy Clodfelter, High 
Point; Martha Ann Clemmer, Gas- 
tonia; ‘and Hi. B. Resperman, Kan= 
napolis. 


Don Bautz, National Representative 


Donald Bautz, Buffalo, N. Y., repre- 
sentative of The Luther League of 
America, spoke at the opening of the 
afternoon business session. 


Crosses on Life Service 
Flag Dedicated 


Following his talk, seven new crosses 
were dedicated on the Life Service 
Flag of the Luther League of North 
Carolina. The seven crosses were dedi- 
cated in honor of the seven North 
Carolina Leaguers who recently gradu- 
ated from the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary, Columbia, S. C. 


They are: The Reverends George S. 
Bowden, Jr., East Spencer; F. Leslie 
Conrad, Jr., Hickory; Rufus Cuthbert- 
son, Hamlet; Jacob L. Lackey, Rich- 
field; F. Curtis Morehead, Hildebran; 
Hoke H. Ritchie, Boone; and Glenn A. 
Yount, Startown. 

Dr. Frank P. Cauble, Synodical 
Representative, was in charge of the 
Dedication Service. 


® 
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Progress Plaque Presented Annually 

Each year a plaque is presented to 
that local League which has made the 
most progress during the year. This 
year it was awarded to Bethany, 
Hickory. 


New Budget Adopted 


The budget for 1944-45, as presented 
in the Report of the New Work Com- 
mittee, was adopted. It is as follows: 


National Diesme eae $850.00 
National Objective ...... 500.00 
Curent el xpensesm=ne nae 850.00 
St. John’s, Asheboro 800.00 
Southern Seminary ..... 300.00 
IMIScellanc Otsu een 500.00 

Wotall) eoc\s.janeoceeae $3,800.00 


From Funds on Hand 


The Convention, at the suggestion of 
the Executive Committee, voted a gift 
of $500.00 out of the treasury for the 
St. Andrew’s Church, Appeal, Lenoir 
Rhyne College. 


Approximately 200 registered for the 
three-day convention. It was one of 
the largest registrations in North 
Carolina League history. 


40th Annual Convention, Luther League of Iowa, St. Paul’s Church, Clinton, Iowa 
(See October Luther League Review for convention story) 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Luther league of 
Canade Synod Holds 


TENTH 
BIENNIAL CONVENTION 


The Tenth Biennial Convention of 
the Luther League of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Canada, held in St. 
Peter’s Church, Kitchener, Rev. A. W. 
Lotz, pastor, September 2, 3, 4, 1944, 
can be classed as ‘“‘very successful’. 
Despite the fact—or perhaps because 
of the fact—that the usual two-day ses- 
sion convention was increased to three 
days, the registration of delegates and 
visitors—356—was the highest ever. 


Highlights 


The usual order of things was re- 
versed and the banquet, always the last 
“highlight” of a biennial convention, 
became the first. Dr. Alfred J. Beil, 
member of the Luther League of 
America Executive Committee, ad- 
dressed the Leaguers on “Wanted—A 
Chance At Life’. 


Wherever the Holy Communion is 
celebrated it is the “highlight” among 
Christians—and so it was on Sunday 
morning with that group of young peo- 
ple “leagued together’ with Christ in 
the Sacrament. “A Cross Within The 
Heart” was the theme of the sermon 
preached by Dr. H. T. Lehmann, new 
‘President of Waterloo College and 
Seminary. 


“Tomorrow's Christians’ was Dr. 
Beil’s subject at the Rally Service on 
Sunday evening. Rev. Karl J. Knauff, 
General Secretary of the Canada 
League, consecrated several new 
crosses on the Life Service Flag for 
Leaguers who, in the past biennium, 
had been ordained to the ministry. 


“Did the sun rise on Monday morn- 
ing?” At least those who attended the 
early service did not see it. But those 
who did brave the rain and the thun- 
der were rewarded by the beauty of 
the Matins and the meditation by Pas- 
tor E. W. Heimrich. 

“God will make good for the years 
of bloodshed and destruction in this 
war, if...” Those words of promise 
and challenge to repentance given by 
Dr. H. L. Creager and the lowering of 
the flags in honor of those Leaguers 
who will not come back from the front 
will live long in memory as the high- 
light of Monday’s sessions. 


Reports 

“Most Leagues report that more 
members have taken an active part in 
the meetings in the past year. Some 
have said that their devotionals have 
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GARFIELD RAYMOND 


been more interesting which is defi- 
nitely encouraging, as this is the heart 
of our League meeting. . Solomon 
points out the great value of wisdom, 
understanding and instruction. May 
we always realize the need of these 
three things in our own lives and in 
the life of our League.’—Marguerite 
Spencer, Educational Secretary. 


“Leaguers have become more mis- 
sion-minded, and a marked increase 
has been shown in the number of 
Leagues which observed Missionary 
Sunday. The amount raised by the 
Luther League of Canada for the India 
project amounted to $356.60. The do- 
nations which have been received up 
to the time of this report for the Li- 
brary Fund for the Motherhouses total 
$183.00."—Irene Wesley, Missionary 
Secretary. 


“In May 1944, Mrs. Ilse Conrad re- 
signed as Life Service Secretary. Mrs. 
O. W. Patterson, Jr., Welland, was ap- 
pointed to fill her unexpired term of 
office. She planned and took the lead- 
ing part in a dramatic presentation, 
“The Challenge of the Cross’, given 
on Sunday afternoon. 


“Tn 1943 a total of $185.00 was con- 
tributed to the Sustaining Member- 
ship Fund which was an increase of 
almost 75% over 1942. This year a 
total of $114.00 has been contributed to 
date. This leaves $36.00 still to come 
in so that our quota of $150.00 may be 
reached.”—J. F. Prueter. 


“With the ranks of the Young Peo- 
ple being lessened all the time the 
Seniors and Intermediates must be up 
and doing. Every Church has young 
people ages 12 to 14, and 15 to 17. Re- 
cruit the youth for Jesus Christ. Lead 
them, teach them, guide them, direct 
them, train them—then send them into 
the World of Tomorrow. Don’t de- 
lay—Now is the time.’—Florence 
Weicker, Intermediate-Senior Secre- 
tary. 


The present worth of the Student 
Aid Fund is $7,874.14. Recently one 
of the beneficiaries of the fund, now 
serving as a private, repaid his $100 
loan out of his army pay.”—W. H. 
Knauff, Treasurer. 


“For the last mailing at Easter, there 
Were approximately 1,300 men and 
women to be remembered. This num- 
ber would be considerably increased if 
full cooperation were received by the 
local representatives in each congrega- 
tion and the families of those in the 
services.’—Helen E. Cunliffe, Chair- 
man, War Services Committee. 


Business 


Garfield Raymond and Delton Glebe 
were re-elected as President and Vice- 
President. Other officers are: General 
Secretary, Rev. Henry Nuhn, Heidel- 
berg; Recording Secretary, Verna Bin- 
kle, Neustadt; Corresponding Secre- 
tay, Kaye Miller, Kitchener; Treasurer, 
Helen Gilles, St. Jacob’s. Departmental 
Secretaries will be appointed later. 

The Efficiency Standard will be con- 
tinued. Most “efficient’ League last 
year was St. Peter’s, Brodhagen, fol- 
lowed by St. Paul’s, Bridgeport; Trin- 
ity, Hamilton; St. Peter’s, Kitchener; 
Zion, Stratford; and St. John’s, Elm-— 
wood, all in the “blue star” class. 

A youth camp for leadership train- 
ing will be held next year at Edge- 
wood Park, and the League will spend 


$1,000.00 for improvements to the 
grounds. 
The total budget will remain the 


same for the next biennium—70 cents 
per capita, divided as follows: Luther 
League of Canada, 22%¢; Luther 
League of America, 25¢; Canada Luth- 
eran, 7'%4¢; War Services, 5¢; and Dis- 
trict dues, 10¢. 

Delegates and alternates were chosen 
for the 50th Anniversary Convention 
of the Luther League of America to 
be held in Pittsburgh, July 12-16, 1945. 

The convention endorsed a resolution 
calling for a Youth Division to the 


American Section of the Lutheran 
World Convention. 

Retrospect 

Shall we have another three-day 
convention? 


Yes, if we can have another host as 
gracious and as capable as the pastor, 
Leaguers, and people of St. Peter’s. 

Yes, if we can have another group 
of speakers and leaders as good as 
this one. 

Yes, if we can have a program that 
gives us just a little more time to/our- 
selves. We liked “Don’t Darken My 
Door” and “Uncle Wittig’s” Fellow- 
ship Hour—but we like our sleep, too. 

Another three-day convention of 
“Christians Leagued Together’? Yes!! 
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Young People s Topics For December 


See page 6 of this issue for prices. 


PLEASE NOTE! Luther League workers who are now renewing their activity after a 
period of inactivity will need an explanation of where the topics study materials for the various 


age-groups are now to be found. 


A change became effective with the October issue of The Luther League Review. At that 


time all topics study material for Young People, those 18 years old and over, college and working 
people, was brought together in these columns. Both the basic material and the supplementary 
material, which was formerly published in the Topics Quarterly, is regularly to be found here. 
_.. The old quarterly has become the Senior Quarterly and has been much enlarged and improved. 
‘ _, All such material for Intermediates is found in the Inter- 
mediate Quarterly Helps. Prices are the same as for the Senior Quarterly. 


TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 3 » » » 


The I Sunday in Advent 


GOD AND MARY 


Luke 2:26-38 


By Rev. J. 


® Program 


Call to Worship: *‘But when the fulness of time 
was come, God sent forth His Son, made of 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might re- 
ceive the adoption of sons.’’—Galatians 4:4, 5. 


Hymn: ‘‘Come and Hear the Grand Old Story”’ 


Presentation of Topic 

Psalm 98 

Scripture: Genesis 3:8-16; Luke 1:46-56 

Prayer: We praise Thee, O Lord, for the glory 
of Thine Incarnation. We thank Thee that 
Thou didst deign to take upon Thyself the 
form of a servant and become man. With 
Mary we own Thee as our Master and Lord. 
Set our hearts to sing of Thy glory in the 
highest. We ask in Thy name. Amen. 

Hymn: “Away in a Manger” 

Discussion of Topic 

Offertory—Solo: ‘‘When Christ Was Born of 
Mary Free’ (37 PSH) 

Hymn: “Silent Night! Holy Night!” 


® Bible Readings 


Isaiah 7:14. “Therefore the Lord Himself 
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel.” Ahab was determined to ap- 
peal to Assyria in behalf of Judah. Isaiah en- 
deavored to convince him that this choice would 
be disastrous. One of the signs of the dis- 
astrous nature of the choice he would make is 
identified with a life not yet born. Before the 
Child has come to years of discretion the re- 
eee of Ahab’s disastrous choice will be mani- 
est. 


Isaiah 9:6. “For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder; and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.”’ These four names have been 
claimed as_ incontrovertible proofs that the 
prophet had an absolutely Divine Person in 
mind. To Isaiah the Messiah was one with 
God. He was to be of the lineage of David. 


Luke 1:31. “And behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call His name Jesus.’’ We regard with 
wonder and awe this unspeakable condescension 
of Him “Who when He took upon Himself 
human nature to deliver it, did not abhor the 
virgin’s womb’. 

John 1:14. “And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) 
full of grace and truth.”’ Here is a plain state- 
ment of the wondrous fact of the Incarnation, 
the central mystery of our religion. ‘God be- 
came man to atone for sin, and to make us 
partakers of the divine nature.” 
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Frank Davis, Augusta, Ga. 


Philippians 2:7. ‘‘But made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of_a 
servant, and was in the likeness of men.” In 
order to illustrate the Christian altruistic mind 
Paul shows how much Christ had to forego and 
to what length His abnegation went. Christ, 
while divine in His proper nature, did not, when 
the call came, hold fast to His God-like state 
but “emptied” Himself and became man. 

I John 4:2, ‘“‘Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God; Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is of God.” It is 
important to remember that Christ is human 
as well as divine, that He is true God and true 
Man. 

Galatians 4:4,5. ‘But when the fulness of 
time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might re- 
ceive the adoption of sons.”” Christ entered fully 
into our human lot through His Incarnation 
in order to save us from our bondage in sin 
under the law, and to introduce us into full 
sonship to God. 


®@ Questions 


What do you understand by the Incarnation? 


How do Matthew, Luke and John view the 
Incarnation? 


What did Jesus derive from Mary? 

What did Mary derive from Jesus? 

In what ways was Mary worthy to be the 
mother of Jesus? 

The Gospel according to Matthew 
and Luke present narratives of the 
Birth and Infancy of Jesus with agree- 
ments and differences in their modes of 
conceiving and representing the Child 
Jesus. Both are in agreement that 
there was one cause of the Child’s 
coming, the creative action of the Spirit 
of God. Matthew says that “Mary was 
found with Child by the Holy Ghost” 
and Luke that “the Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee’. Both 
therefore, find the cause of Christ’s 


_ coming and birth in the action of God. 


But they differ in that Matthew, true 
to his Jewish standpoint and purpose, 
finds the birth to be the fulfillment of a 


prophecy, ascribing to Jesus the pro- 
phetic title Immanuel. Luke, on the 
other hand, while he invokes no pro- 
phet or prophecy and supplies no spe- 
cial interpretation of the name, signi- 
ficantly denotes the Child Mary is to 
bear as “the Son of God”. Matthew 
is true to the spirit and thought of 
Israel while Luke holds to the spirit 
of Pauline Theology whose foundation 
is the Divine Sonship of Christ. 


While Matthew and Luke supply the 
historical record of the Incarnation of 
Christ John considers the Incarnation 
from the standpoint of metaphysics. 
With a mind imbued with the Alexan- 
drian theology of his day the Incarna- 
tion was described as the Word, or 
Logos, made flesh. Borrowing the great 
conception of the Logos from Alex- 
andrian speculation John calls Him 
“the Word, who was in the beginning, 
was with God, and was God, through 
whom all things were made, in whom 
was life, and the life was the light of 
men”. The pre-existence of Jesus is 
affirmed. That which the Greeks 
thought could not become defiled in 
touching the flesh was made flesh and 
tabernacled among men. According to 
Athanasius “He was‘ made man that 
we might be made gods”. 


The words in the Old Testament, 
“And the glory of Jehovah shall be re- 
vealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether (Isaiah 40:5) are given their 
fulfillment in the New Testament with 
those words, “He manifested His 
Glory” and “We beheld His Glory”. 
God had appeared to Adam and Moses 
and now the Incarnation becomes the 
culmination of the theophanies. All 
other theophanies were but foreshad- 
owing a perfect Incarnation and a per- 
fect indwelling. 


“He was conceived of the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” 
Mary and Joseph were betrothed. The 
betrothal in Galilee was known for its 


(Continued on Page 33) 
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The II Sunday in Advent 


0) Morning ian (Hymn Study) 


Revelation 22:16 


By Rev. Clarence B. Lund, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 


© Program 


Prelude: ‘‘O Rest in the Lord’’, Mendelssohn 
(Piano or organ) 


Offertory: “Light of Lights”, LeJune 
(Play part of the anthem) 


Postlude: “Trumpet Voluntary”, Purcell 
Organ or arrangement for piano) 


Hymns: “Thou Whose Almighty Word’ 
“OQ Morning Star’ 
“Brightest and Best of the Sons” 
“O One with God the Father” 


Special Music: 
“Light”, Scott (solo for voice) 
“O Dayspring’, Stainer (for quartet) 
“Light of Lights”, Christiansen (choir) 


Scripture: Psalm 27 


Prayer: Hail to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, Thou 
Bright and Morning Star. Enlighten our 
hearts and them that sit in darkness. Let the 
dawn of Heaven penetrate to them who in 
the shadow of death, find Thee not. Forgive 
us for holding our candles, lighted by Thee, 
in the shadows, when they should be light- 
ing the ways of men homeward. Give us 
hearts that crave Thy presence, and zeal to 
follow the star that guides to Heaven. Amen. 


® Bible Readings 


Revelation 22:1,2. St. John is an old man 
as he writes these words. He has lived in the 
lands where gods are a “dime a dozen’’; but 
he is faithful to the true God. At the end of 
his life he sees the visions in the Book of 
Revelation. The visions in this form are new, 
but the disciple has seen these and greater 
things before; for he walked with Jesus per- 
sonally through at least three marvelous years. 
When he speaks of the “healing of nations’, 
he knows where this ‘ balm in Gilead”’ rises. 


Revelation 22:3-5. The modern world has 
light that ancients never dreamed of in their 
wildest moments. Edison and others have done 
everything and more to give the world day- 
light for 24 hours instead of God's 16. But 
no light is like that which Jesus brings the 
world. In the midst of darkness, sickness and 
war, we have the glorious prospect of spend- 
ing eternity where there are no black-outs and 
where no curtains shut out the Light of God. 


John 8:12. It was at the ancient Feast of 
Lights of the Jews, doubtless, that Jesus stood 
in the midst and announced to the consterna- 
tion of all, “I am the Light of the world’. 
But the unenlightened saw in Him only imposi- 
tion and simplicity. How the modern world for- 
sook that light (if it ever accepted it) and 
found it partly in its war heroes who live on 
life rafts for weeks, is a new commentary on 
an old theme. We thank Him for the Light 
that goes not out, even when the world snuffs 
out every candle. 

Isaiah 60.1-3. Still miraculous beyond all 
knowing is the story of the three sages of 
the east who, seeing the same star, followed it 
to a meeting place and then found _a Child di- 
rectly beneath its brightness. But Isaiah knew 
of it for he talks of the “Kings” who shall 
“come to the brightness of thy rising’. They 
were the first in a long procession who, follow- 
ing the Star of Bethlehem, found the Light 
that lights our paths to Eternity and Home. 


Isaiah 9:1-7. “The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light’, so reads 
Isaiah’s prophecy. They walked in_ darkness 
then, exiles from their own land. They were 
exiles because they had not the true light. We 
follow in the light of God when we allow His 
‘Word to be a lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path”. Let the Dayspring shine with- 
in our hearts and let the Morning Star shed 
His rays that we may see to follow. 


Revelation 22:16. ‘‘The Morning Star’ has 
come. No longer need we live merely on hope 
(then we would be of all men, most miserable) 
even though that is possible (the ancient patri- 
archs did that). We have the testimony of dis- 
ciples and church members of whom there is 
a cloud of witnesses. ‘‘The Morning Star 
came, lived and died. In triumph, He _ rose 
from the grave and ascended into heaven. There 
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He shines brightly upon us. His earnest joy 
will be to welcome us to His company when 
life here is done. 


II Peter 1:19-21. As if to make more sub- 
stantial his already substantiated report, Peter 
calls upon believers everywhere to find courage 
and faith to believe in the fact that the Scrip- 
tures sprang from many pens but from one 
heart alone. The heart of God aching for His 
people, reaches and beckons to us to come. 
And when the response is affirmative in the 
hearts of men, they find the ‘Morning Star’’ 
within. Didn’t Jesus say, “The Kingdom of 
God is within you.’’? 


® Quotes 


O light that followest all my way, 

I yield my flickering torch to Thee, 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze, its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 


—George Matheson 


Fair is the sunshine; 

Fair is the moonlight ; 

Bright the sparkling stars 

Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 
—Tr. 


on high. 


Seiss 


Light of lights enlighten me, 
Now anew the day is dawning, 
Sun of grace the shadows flee, 
Brighten Thou my Sabbath morning 
With Thy joyous sunshine blest, 
Happy is my day of rest. 
B. Schmolck 


@ For Discussion 


Look up the ‘Advent’ references in this 
hymn and find their origin and meaning. Add to 


the list the well known Dayspring” that 
does not appear here. 
Would the prayer of the heart, ‘““Make me 


there an altar” change the world appreciably? 

Is Nicolai’s hymn likely inspired by the 
plague of Unna or by the words in Revela- 
tion 22:16? (Both probably, but to what ex- 
tent?) 


Have you any idea about how or why sick- 
ness and trial inspire great things of an artistic 
and religious nature? 


How many Christians can be honest about 
praying that Christ might have “rule and might 
o’er all possessing’? 


Are there not still too many prayers that 
say, ‘‘Thy will be done but not yet’? 


Find another translation of this hymn (say, 
in a Lutheran Hymn Book of another Synod) 
and compare. 


O Morning Star 

Revelation 22:16: “I, Jesus, have sent 
My angels to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the root 
and offspring of David, the bright and 
morning star.” 


The King and Queen of all chorales 
are both said to have come from the 
same. man. His name is Philipp 
Nicolai and he lived in Germany from 
1556-1608. The names of the Chorales 
are ‘Wake, Awake for Night Is Fly- 
ing’ and “O Morning Star, So Pure So 
Bright”, respectively. They have lived 
side by side in our hymn books and 
in the heart of every Lutheran for more 
than three hundred years. Every Luth- 
eran Church sings them and almost 
every student of the Catechism makes 
their acquaintance early. 


Pestilence and Meditation 


Philipp Nicolai was a Lutheran pas- 
tor whose ministry during the pesti- 
lence years was at the city of Unna. 
Everywhere the great pestilence was 
raging and men mourned deeply in 
every household for “there was not one 
house where someone was not touched 
by the terrible plague.” Nicolai’s win- 
dow looked out to the cemetery where 
often as many as thirty bodies a day 
were being buried. ; 


But let Nicolai himself speak: 
“There seemed to me nothing more 
sweet, delightful and agreeable than the 


contemplation of the noble, sublime 
doctrine of Eternal Life obtained 
through the Blood of Christ. This I 


allowed to dwell in my heart day and 
night and searched the Scriptures as 
to what they revealed on this matter, 
read also the sweet treatise of the an- 
cient doctor Saint Augustine (De Civi- 
tate Dei). Then day by day I wrote 
out my meditations, found myself, 
thank God, wonderfully well, com- 
forted in heart, joyful in spirit and truly 
content; gave to my manuscript the 
name and title of a Mirror of Joy, and 
took this so-composed Freuden-Spiegel 
to leave behind me (if God should call 
me from this world) as the token of 
my peaceful, joyful Christian depart- 
ure, or (if God should spare me in 
health) to comfort other sufferers 
whom He should also visit with the 
pestilence Now has the gracious 
holy God most wonderfully spared me 
beyond all my thoughts or hopes, so 
that with the prophet David I can say 
to Him: ‘O how great is Thy goodness, 
which Thou hast laid up for them that 


> 


fear Thee’. 

Nicolai gained great fame as a 
preacher and not only became a fine 
poet as well, but also a considerable 
composer. He wrote the words and the 


music for both the King and Queen of 
Chorales. 


He had to flee Unna before the in- 
vasion of the Spaniards in December 
1598, but was able to-return the follow- 
ing April. He died in 1601 of a fever 
after having taken a church in Ham- 
burg. 


The Morning Star 

The test of the hymn before us re- 
fers.to the Advent of Jesus—it pos- 
sesses the right proportion of figures 
from the first Advent before Christ- 
mas, and the second one when “He 
shall come again to judge the quick 
and the dead”. 

The student of the Church Year and 
its lessons will recognize such words 
as “Root of Jesse’, “David's Son of 
Jacob’s race”, “Heavenly Brightness”, 
“Light Divine” as springing from the 
history and lore of the real and event- 
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The III Sunday in Advent 


ele JAMIN Ole ealGs 


Isaiah 9:6, 7 
By Rev. J. Frank Davis, Augusta, Ga. 


® Program 


Call to Worship: “The Lord will give strength 
unto His people; the Lord will bless His 
people with peace.’’—Psalm 29:11. 


Hymn: “Come Hither, Ye Faithful” 
Psalm 45 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:6,7; John 14:22-27 


Prayer: Help us, Almighty God, to cultivate 
within ourselves the qualities of peace that 
we might use our lives in leading this war- 
torn world to the feet of the Prince of Peace. 
We ask in the Name of Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


Hymn; “The First Noel the Angels Did Say” 
Presentation and Discussion of Topic 


Offertory : : 
Vocal Solo, ‘““God the All-Merciful” 


Hymn: ‘God of Love, O King of Peace” 
Luther League Benediction 


© Bible Readings 


Genesis 3:15. ‘And I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.’ The absence of 
peace is the sign of the presence of a rebellious 
will. War has its source in sin which is in 
essence rebellion against God’s will. ‘It is 
that aweful thing that looks into God’s face and 
says ‘I won’t’.” Sin incites strife; the grace of 
the Lord Jesus inspires peace. 

Psalm 85:8. “I will hear what the Lord 
will speak: for He will speak peace unto His 
people, and to His saints; but let them not 
turn again unto folly.’’ God has endowed each 
of us with that spiritual capacity which can be 
trained in the ways of peace. Peace is God- 
born; not man-produced. The snirit of God 
within us is the source of peace and goodwill. 

Isaiah 26:3. “Thou shalt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: be- 
cause he trusteth in thee.” Peace arises out 
of absolute trust in the Almighty and is soon 
lost when life is attached to nothing deeper 
and more abiding than the whims and fancies 
- nee present. The mind must be stayed in 

od. 


Jeremiah 6:14. ‘“‘They have healed also the 
hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, say- 
ing, Peace, Peace; when there is no peace.” 
Mankind cannot long be satisfied with an 
imaginary or an artificial peace. Peace is not 
a word of the mouth but the way of one’s life. 
Moral character and religious faith are essen- 
tial to real peace, 


Matthew 10:34. “Think not that I am come 
to send peace on the earth: I am come not to 
send peace, but a sword.’? With Christ in the 
heart there can never be content with imper- 
fections and failures, neither with conformity 
with any wicked order of life. Christ makes 
moral issues decisive. It is either-or. 


Luke 2:14. “Glory be to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.” The 
angels had one good reason for rejoicing. God’s 
peace is now incarnate in the Person of the 
Lord Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 


Luke 19:41,42. ‘“‘And when He was come 
near He beheld the city, and wept over it, 
saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes.”’ There are prerequisites for a way 
of peace and goodwill on earth. Life must 
qualify through its moral and spiritual endow- 
ments for the way of peace. 

John 16:33. ‘‘These things I have spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer: I have overcome the world.” 
Peace comes through association with the Per- 
son, Jesus Christ; not merely through acquaint- 
ing ourselves with the phraseology of peace ad- 
vocates. 


The bloodiest war that has ever 
cursed mankind is raging in Italy, 
France and the Far East. People pray 


Thirty 


while the sand of the beaches are be- 
ing stained with the blood of their 
sons. What has instigated such a 
plight of mankind? Can we say that 
Jesus Christ has left us so far behind 
that we have lost touch with His lead- 
ership? Is the leadership of the Prince 
of Peace at fault now while the world 
trembles under the impact of war? The 
answer is simple, the leadership of the 
Prince of Peace has not failed us; we 
have departed from the way it pre- 
scribes. Christ is still the only Person 
who can give to mankind the peace 
that the planning of the world up 
through the ages has been unable to 
realize. He is the Prince of Peace be- 
cause He comes “straight from the 
heart of God”. 


And the nature of God is imbued 
with the will to peace. The Kingdom 
of God is the Kingdom of joy and 
peace; it is His will that His children 
live joyfully and peacefully together. 
If His will is done on earth as it is 
done in heaven, then wars shall cease 
and mankind shall learn the arts of 
peace. Jesus Christ is the Incarnation 
of that Will. He not only seeks peace 
for all mankind; He has the spirit that 
can produce that peace. His Advocate 
through these hours of mankind’s 
greatest plight is calling people to ‘the 
ways of peace and is gathering them 
into the fold of goodwill. The leading 
of the Christ is by the only way to 
peace, through the regenerated souls of 
mankind. 


Christ’s right to be called the Prince 
of Peace cannot be denied. He pos- 
sesses the things that belong to peace. 
A sinless nature places Him in the 
category of perfect peace. There is 
nothing within His nature that sug- 
gests rebellion against God’s will. Even 
on His knees in the Garden of Gethse- 
mane He knew the peace of God, for 
His heart spoke and said, “Not my will 
but Thy will be done’. The will of 
God is the will to peace; Christ is the 
perfect expression of that will. There- 
fore, there is no other so qualified to 
lead mankind into the Kingdom of 
God’s Peace. 


Christ is the Leader of mankind into 
the ways of peace because every quali- 
ty of His personality gives Him that 
right. The best picture of the Christ 
is the picture of the Good Shepherd 
with the lamb in His arms and the 
sheep following Him into green pas- 
tures and beside still waters: Christ 
loves people with a love so strong that 


He died for all mankind on the cross. 
His Personality puts tenderness, kind- 
ness, tolerance and sympathy into life. 
His fold is the fold of Love and not 
until mankind is gathered into the cor- 
ral of tolerance, mutual goodwill, an 
selfless kindness will there be realized 
the basis for a just and enduring 
peace. 


Christ knows the things that belong 
to man’s unrest. He takes no casual 
view of those things that disturb man- 
kind so deeply. Like a physician He 
seeks to remove the cause of the trou- 
ble. There is poison somewhere with- 
in the body. Sin is poison, the most 
deadly, the most vile kind of poison. 
Sin is known under the names of self- 
ishness, greed, malice, lust, unbelief, 
hatred, and pride. These things be- 
long to a restless nature because they 
are the product of a wild nature. As 
he looked out over Jerusalem with 
tears in His eyes He knew that the 
Holy City did not know the things that 
belonged to its peace and that the 
things that were common knowledge 
to it were carnal and ungodly. 


Martin Luther, the Augustinian 
Monk, was restless. As he did the most 
menial things around the monastery 
in pursuing peace he failed to find it. 
He tells us that his skin became like a 
sack of bones. One day Staupitz told 
him, “Martin, stop your struggling; 
take God at His word. Lean back into 
His everlasting arms as a child would 
lie on the bosom of its. mother”. 
Luther followed that advice and found 
peace through Jesus Christ. If we 
only believe in Jesus Christ with our 
whole hearts, we will place our feet on 
the way that leads to the peace the 
world cannot give. The peace we hope 
for then will become a reality. 

Not in vain the vision which the prophets 

Statice with green the fiery waste of war, 


Through the hot-sand-gleam, looming soft 
and calm 


On the sky’s rim, the fountain shading 
palm. 

Still lives for earth, which fiends so long 
have trod, 

The Bret hope resting on the truth of 

cod 

Evil shall cease and violence shall pass 

away, 


And the tired world shall ‘breathe free 
through a long Sabbath Day. 
—Whittier 


In Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress Pil- 
grim was laid in a large upper room 
whose window faced toward the rising 
sun. The name of that chamber was 
Peace. When Pilgrim woke and saw 
the splendor of the rising sun he sang: 


“Where am I now? Is this the love and care 
Of Jesus for men_ that pilgrims are 
Thus to provide! That I should be forgiven 
And dwell next door already to heaven!” 
To know God’s forgiveness through 
our faith in Jesus Christ is to have the 
peace the world cannot give, the peace 
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The IV Sunday in Advent 


THE “NIGHT” BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


By Rev. J. Frank Davis, Augusta, Ga. 


®@ Program 


Call to Worship: “I am the light of the world; 
he that followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life.” 


Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem’’ 
Psalm 72 


Scripture: Matthew 4:15, 16 


Prayer: O Christ, Thou Light of Life, flood 
our lives with beams of Thy truth that the 
long night of our souls may come to an 
end. We ask in the Saviour’s name. Amen. 


Hymn: “Like Silver Lights in a Distant Shrine” 
Presentation and Discussion of Topic 
Offertory : Solo, “O Holy Night’? Adams 
Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 


@ Bible Readings 


Isaiah 21:11,12. “The burden of Dumah. 
He called to me out of Seir, Watchman, what 
of the night? Watchman, what of the night? 
The watchman said, The morning cometh, and 
also the night; if ye will enquire, enquire ye; 
return, come.” The Edomites were in danger, 
probably from the Assyrians. Enquiring from 
Dumah, the oracle, they were given an enig- 
matic answer—while the future looks bright, 
calamity is impending. Watchman, what of 
the night? Is the dawn near? Is this man- 
produced night that has settled over the world 
soon to know the dawn of Christ-born souls? 


John 3:1,2. “There was a man of the 
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto Him, Rabbi, we know that Thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that Thou doest except God be 
with him.’”? Nicodemus came by night because 
he was afraid to be seen with Jesus. We seek 
the cover of night to hide in shame and 
cowardice. The Christian is not afraid of the 
light. 

Matthew 6:23. “But if thine eye be evil, 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is that darkness.” Jesus came in 
the darknéss of a Judean night, a holy night 
silent with the shining of the stars. The Light 
of the world comes to dispel the darkness from 
the souls of mankind, and how great is that 
darkness today! 

Matthew 8:12. ‘But the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into outer dark- 
ness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ The outer darkness is for the unfaith- 
ful no matter how fortunate they have been 
and in what favorable circumstances their lot 
has been cast. Belief in Christ alone is the 
way out of darkness into the light of unend- 
ing day. : 

Matthew 5:4. ‘Ye are the light of the world, 
a city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.” 
Christ, the Light of the world, reflects His 
glory through the radiance of New Creatures. 
We cannot shine for Christ unless we have 
Him in our hearts. 

Luke 2:32. “A light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.”’ The Light 
of the world is for all mankind, for all peoples 
who haye the spiritual vision to enjoy it. The 
glory of Israel lies alone in the recognition of 
that fact. 

John 1:9. “That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
God has set His sun in the heavens and has 
-given us the eyes with which we may know 
its rays. He has sent His Son into the world 
and every man who believes in Him will see 
the Light that fadeth not away. Man has the 
capacity for the Light through faith. 


It was a Holy Night when Christ 
was born for all the beauty of a holy 
God was manifest to make that night 
the holiest night known to mankind. 
There was beauty in kindred hearts; 
hearts that knew about God’s increas- 
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ing purpose of redeeming mankind 
from sin. There was beauty within; 
and there was also beauty without. 
For never before had the stars shone 
so brightly over the Judean hills. The 
world seemed to be waiting for the 
living moment when the whole uni- 
verse would be set aglow with new 
meaning. The silence was provoca- 
tive of momentous things. It was night 
in Judea, but it was a silent and holy 
night, a night that could not shut out 
the glimmer of the stars. There was 
great darkness in the soul of mankind 
then, too, but a darkness that did not 
prevent the Light of the world from 
breaking through. 


Light 

The long night had ended. God’s 
promise had been fulfilled. “The peo- 
ple which sat in darkness saw a great 
light; and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death light is 
sprung up”. The people sat in dark- 
ness. Not only did the darkness of that 


Judean night engulf them but they sat 


in the darkness of moral decay and 
spiritual blindness. Humanity was at a 
low moral and spiritual ebb. They sat in 
the region and shadow of death. Sin 
was exacting its wages. It was a dy- 
ing world. Then suddenly the light 
sprang up. The spark was set off. 
Hearts were rekindled. Beauty lived 
again. Truth took the throne. The 
Light was shining. 


Men’s Night 


The nights are still beautiful, espe- 
cially the clear nights with glimmering 
stars sown throughout the heavens. 
There is nothing ugly in God’s night. 
The ugliness lies in the man-produced 
night. It is the kind of night that has 
settled down over this war-torn world, 
a world in which it seems that “all the 
lights have gone out’. These man- 
produced nights are full of horror. The 
ghastly ugliness of depraved human 
nature asserts itself in deeds of bru- 
tality and indecency. The rights of 
others are violated and homes are laid 
in ruins. The soil is drenched with 
blood and tear-stained faces look heav- 
enward and pray for the day to come. 
This is our night, the night that our 
selfishness, pride, malice, and carnal- 
mindedness produce. It does not carry 
the glimmer of the stars. All is ugli- 
ness in man-produced night. 


How great is the darkness! How far 
from God we have drifted! What de- 
pravity of thought and deed! But the 


Light still shines! God still keeps His 
promise. Those who sit in darkness 
can, if they will, see the Light. Nations 
may yet learn to beat their swords in- 
to plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. 


Sing the bridal of nations! with chorals of 


love, 

Sing out the war-vulture and sing in the 
dove, 

Till the hearts of the peoples keep time 
in accord, 

And the voice of the world is the voice 
of the Lord! 


Clasp hands of the nations 

In strong gratulations: 

The dark night is ending and dawn has 
begun ; 

Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun, 

All speech flow to music, all hearts beat 


as one! 
—Whittier 
God’s Light 
The light of God’s world moves 


across the surface of the earth in ac- 
cordance with natural law. The light 
cannot move ahead of the rays of the 
sun as the earth turns toward the sun. 


What is true of the natural world is 
likewise true of the personal world. 
The Light of the world moves into our 
souls and sheds its beams into our 
minds only as we fulfill God’s com- 
mandments and the greatest command- 
ment of all, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
Thy God with all thy heart, mind, body 
and soul... and thy neighbor as thy- 
self”. Christ dwells only in hearts that 
have made room for Him. The dark- 
ness within will recede only if we re- 
nounce its claim upon us and seek the 
Light. The night ends with the rebirth 
of life, with the surrender of the soul 
He) (Clenmisi 

And we shall know if we live in the 
darkness or in the light. Life must be 
qualified for the light. Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale recounts in his book, 
“The Art of Living’, an experience he 
had at sea. With him was a friend 
who, on learning that the ship carried a 
ship-to-shore telephone, entered the 
little telephone office to talk with a 
friend back in New Castle, Pennsyl- 
vania. They were then a thousand 
miles at sea but the connection was 
soon made. At that moment Dr. Peale’s 
mother was on a ship in the Pacific 
Ocean, off Yokohama, on the other side 
of the world. He decided he would talk 
with his mother by telephone. On in- 
quiry he learned from the operator that 
the ship on which his mother was a 
passenger, the “President Coolidge’, 
did not have a telephone, and even if it 
had had a telephone, they could not 
establish connection easily because they 
were in nighttime while Mrs. Peale 
was in daytime. Those who slink in 
the shadows cannot know the Light. 
Communion between Christ and the 
soul requires that both be in the Light. 
If we expect our prayers to be an- 
swered, they must be offered in the 
name of Christ. 


(Continued on Page 33) 
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The I Sunday after Christmas 


WATCH-NIGHT SERVICE 


By Rev. C. P. Harry, Norristown, Penna. 


The Young People of the Church 
should assemble about eleven o'clock. 
There may be a brief social or song- 
sing. Most of the last hour of the old 
year should be given to worship. There 
is no way so beautiful or satisfying as 
to spend the last moments of the old 
year and the first of the new year in 
worship—and to be on one’s knees 
before God when the turn of the year 
comes. Three brief services which have 
been used with fruitfulness are offered. 
They may be held in the Church, the 
pastor conducting them, or they may 
be used anywhere and anyone may con- 
duct them. If the Pastor conducts, he 
should present the meditations. If he 
does not, there may be corporate medi- 
tation as indicated, or someone else 
may prepare and present a meditation 
at each of the points where it comes 
in the services. The first hymn is no 
longer in our Common Service Book 
Hymnal. It is by John Newton and 
was in the Church Book Hymnal which 
preceded the present one. Another 
hymn may be used in its place, unless 
copies of this one can be made. 

Watch Night means “Vigil”. Vigil is 
the technical name for the night pre- 
ceding a great festival in the Church. 
On those occasions people kept watch 
for the new day and as they did so 
they thought of their sins marring the 
past, of the blessings received and 
hoped for in the Festival and they pre- 
pared to give themselves anew to God. 
We suggest here three brief “vigils” to 
be observed in order with a _ short 
pause between in which there may be 
an organ or piano or other musical in- 
terlude carefully chosen to maintain 
and advance the spirit of the Vigil. 


11:00 P. M. 

If held in the Church the choir should 
enter without singing during a quiet 
prelude by the organist. If held else- 
where, when all have assembled, the 
leader should announce the hymn. 


The Service of Confession 
Hymns: “While With Ceaseless Course 


The Sun” or 
“A Few More Years Shall 
Roll’ 


Versicles (as at Vespers): 
O Lord, open Thou my lips 
And my mouth shall show forth Thy 
praise. 
Make haste, O God, to deliver me, 
Make haste to help me, O Lord. 


Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Ghost. 


Thirty-two 


As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

Psalm 51 

Hymn: “God of Mercy! God of Grace” 

Lesson: Isaiah 55:6-13 

Meditation (by the Pastor; by someone 
selected; or corporately as follows): 

I. Each one present some notable 
failure in the past year—per- 
sonal, community, national, 
church—for which we may be- 
seech God’s mercy. Unattained 
ideals, broken promises, unful- 
filled purposes. 

Life is low amongst us, unholy, full 
of fears, unlovely. We do not have 
pure love, true and inclusive. 

II. Let each one note some particu- 
lar mercy of God; some prom- 
ise of mercy from His Word; 
some notable example of for- 
giveness. 

In the quiet moments which follow 
let each confess and lament the 
sins which trouble him—personal, 
community, national, or in the 
Church, seeking God's forgiveness 
and grace. 

Let this first Service on the Vigil 
lead to cleansed hearts. 


Confession and Absolution 

After a few moments of quiet use 
the Service for Public Confession 
and Absolution from the Common 
Service Book. 

Follow this with a few moments of 
silence ending with this prayer: 
Spare us, O Lord, and mercifully 

forgive our sins, and though by our 

continual transgressions we have 
merited Thy punishments, be gra- 
cious unto us and grant that all those 
evils which we have deserved may 
be turned from us and overruled to 
our everlasting good; through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


11:25 P. M.—The Service of Praise 


Hymn: “Songs of Praise the Angels 
Sang”’ 
Lesson: I Peter 1:3-25 
Meditation: Psalm 107:1 
If corporate meditation, let each 
one call attention to some cause of 
praise and thanksgiving during the 
Paste yeathse. oe, 
Redemptive power of Christ 
Freedom for religious activity 
National progress 
Community advance 
In our own Church 
On our own congregation 


Personal blessings—new vision, at- 
tainments, ideals, blessings of 
home, and spirit. 


Having noted all these notable bless- 
ings spend a few moments in quiet 
personal praise to God, ending with 
these collects: 

Almighty and Everlasting God, 
from Whom cometh down every 
good and perfect gift: We give Thee 
thanks for all Thy benefits, temporal 
and spiritual, bestowed upon us in 
the year past, and we beseech Thee 
of Thy goodness, grant us a favor- 
able and joyful year, defend us from 
all dangers and adversities, and send 
upon us the fullness of Thy blessing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Almighty God, our Heavenly 
Father, whose mercies are new unto 
us every morning, and Who, though 
we have in no wise deserved Thy 
goodness, dost abundantly provide 
for all our wants of body and soul: 
Give us, we pray Thee, Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may heartily acknowl- 
edge Thy merciful goodness toward 
us, give thanks for all Thy benefits, 
and serve Thee in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord. 


O God Who hast crowned the year 
so fast drawing to a close, with 
many blessings: Accept our hearty 
thanks as our souls burn with grati- 
tude and love toward Thee, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


11:45 P. M. 

The Service of Consecration 
Hymn: ‘Nearer My God To Thee” 
Lesson: Revelation 3:7-13 (Beginning 

“These things saith—” and omitting 

verse 9) 

Meditation—based on Job 7:6 and 

IL Wolanay 2217 

If corporate, someone may read, 
“The Weaving of the Year’ by 
Myrtle Reed (Later, ‘Love Letters 
of a Musician’). 

If that is not obtainable, consider 
quietly how God does weave our lives 
in and out through the years, catch- 
ing up our dropped stitches and 
making the pattern perfect in Christ 
at last. So that the hopelessness of 
the ungodly is transformed into as- 
piration and assurance by the love 
of God in Christ and the Gift of His 
Spirit in life. 

It is not good to make many resolu- 
tions. Perhaps this one is enough—to 
make today as perfect as we can make 
it with God’s grace and to trust Him 
to make tomorrow better. 

If time remains before midnight, use 
as many of the following hymns or 
others as may be desired: 

“Lord, Thou Art My Rock” 

“Sovereign Ruler” 

—ending just before midnight with 

“For Thy Mercy”. 
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purity and the wedding for its sim- 
plicity. The usual length of the be- 
trothal was months before the date of 
the wedding. Although there can be no 
question that Mary and Joseph were 
both of the royal lineage of David they 
were extremely poor and therefore their 
betrothal must have been of the sim- 
plest and the dowry settled the small- 
est possible. No sumptuous feast fol- 
lowed the betrothal as in the case of 
the wealthy but the ceremony must 
have concluded with a_ benediction. 
Any breach of the betrothal was treated 
as adultery and their relationship was 
just as sacred as if they had already 
been married. 

It was while Mary was engaged in 
her domestic duties, now espoused to 
Joseph, Gabriel addressed her, “Hail, 
thou art highly favored, the Lord is 
with thee”. It is a salutation that hon- 
ors Mary as a good woman but not a 
salutation that countenances any en- 
thronement of Mary as: equal to or 
superior to Christ. Our minds recoil 
from Roman assumptions with their 
“Ave Marias” and their doctrines of 
Immaculate Conception and the Ever 
. Virginities. We are shocked at the 
Roman apothesis of Mary as they lift 
her to a throne even higher than Christ. 
Yet we must not overlook the good 
graces of the mother of Jesus. No men- 
tion is made of her parents with tradi- 
tion alone supplying their names, 
Joachim and Anna. She was probably 
not more than twenty years of age. 
Papias states that she had two sisters. 
There must have been a wealth of 
beauty and grace about her nature, a 
certain tinge of heavenliness. Royal 
and priestly lines met in her as she 
united in herself the dignity of one and 
the sanctity of the other. A reflective, 
reasoning mind was a permanent fea- 
ture of her character. 

At the Annunciation the faith of 
Mary stands out shiningly clear. There 
was no doubt in her mind; she only in- 
quires as to the mode of accomplish- 
ment. The village maiden in humble 
daily duties showed a ready and strong 
faith. Joseph, too, proved himself to be 
a man of unusual faith. Both accepted 
“the Holy Thing” which should be born 
of Mary as an act of God. 

The Incarnation was brought about 
by birth. It could have been by crea- 
tion. The first Adam came into the 
world by the creative act of God. 
Christ, too, could have come by crea- 
tion but it would have meant that He 
would have lived apart from the world. 
He could not become Humanity’s Son 
except by human birth. 
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Christ derived nothing from Mary 
that affected His divine nature. She 
was, as it were, His cradle, and the 
Law of Heredity had nothing to do 
with Him. 


However, in many ways, Mary quali- 
fied to be the mother of our Lord. She 
was deeply religious. She was the re- 
cipient of a sacred tradition. She was 
well versed in the Scriptures. She had 
a capacity for great faith, a great faith 
that was so essential for the acceptance 
of the miracle that took place within 
her body. She was brave, willing to 
face a critical public. She was pensive 
and reflective with unusual depth to 
her personality. She was tender and 
loving, standing by her Son until the 
very last. 

God whispered, and silence fell; the world 
Poised one expectant moment, like a soul 
Who sees at heaven’s threshold the unfurled 
White wings of cherubim, the sea impearled, 
And pauses, dazed, to comprehend the whole; 


Only across all space God’s whisper came 
And burned her heart like some white flame. 


Then suddenly a bird’s note thrilled the peace, 
And earth again jarred noisily to life 

With a great murmur as of many seas. 

But Mary sat with her hands clasped on her 

knees, 

And lifted eyes with all amazement rife, 

And in her heart the rapture of the spring 
Upon its first sweet day of blossoming. 


—Theodosia Garrison from “Christ 
and the Fine Arts’, Maus. 
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ful first coming of our Lord to earth. 
Whole pages could be written upon 
each one of these references, for each 
is rich in background and prophetic 
knowledge. 


A Longing Heart 


Yet perhaps the thing that strikes us 
swiftly and thoroughly is the earnest 
longing of this poet for the Divine 
Companionship and Company of Jesus. 
Jesus is the Morning Star that shines 
so brightly that all other stars are com- 
pletely out-shined. He is the Light 
whose glory beams into every dark 
corner and tears down the frightful 
curtains of sin. He replaces them with 
the veil of Christ’s righteousness. How 
eenuine the poet sounds when he says: 
“My heart would fain embrace Thee!” 
No love song ever said more. 

The poet desires, too, not only to 
worship this Saviour of the Morning 
Star, but he wishes to house Him com- 
pletely and to turn over his every 
movement and room to Him. 

“OQ Heavenly Brightness, Light Divine! 

O deep within my heart now shine 
And make Thee there an altar! 

Fill me with joy and strength to be 
Thy member, ever joined to Thee 
In love that cannot falter ; 

Toward Thee longing 

Doth possess me, turn and bless me, 


For Thy gladness ; ; ye 
Eye and heart here pine in sadness. 


Christian Prospect 


One sees in the plazue of Unna and 
the bitter experience of this “burying 
Pastor” the tragedy of sorry life; but 
the tragedy seems not too important 
when one reads the rising of this 
mighty stalwart heart to God in hymn. 
Nothing was too severe a trial, noth- 
ing too sorry a prospect, no loss too 
difficult to sustain; for this prince of 
Lutheran thinking has a prospect all 
too glorious for any kind of regret. 

“O Joy! to know my previous Friend 

Is first and last and without end 
Sublime, divine and without end 

He will at length, O glorious grace! 
Transport me to that happy place, 
The home of bliss supernal. 

Amen, Amen, 

Quickly come, Thou King of glory: 


Take me, Savior, 
To Thy glorious self forever.’ 


Such happiness and joy the world 
has never known; and few even with 
the Christian prospect before them, 
ascend to such heights of thought as 
this. Here is worship in its sublimest, 
most perfect form. 


The music is definitely suited to this 
text, being of an objective character. 
For this reason, too, it is gloriously 
fitting to congregational singing. It 
is true that not many in the congrega- 
tion can truthfully boast of having the 
same religious depth as this hymn 
writer; but doubtless more have gained 
it because they sang this hymn. 


Nicolai furnishes us with the same 
glorious prospect in death that Bach 
wrote in “Come, Soothing Death” and 
Schubert in “Death and the Maiden”. 
Nicolai’s is rightfully the Queen, if not 
the King of them, all. 


For DECEMBER 17 


(Continued from Page 30) 


that comes in conquering the power of 
sin within us. 


There are, therefore, certain pre- 
requisites for the peace of God. The 
peace of God follows a certain way 
of thinking and a certain way of feel- 
ing and acting. We must have moral 
fitness for the peace of God. The peace 
Christ leaves is left in the heart of the 
twice-born. It is the gift to those who 
appreciate human values. It is known 


by those whose minds are stayed on 
God. 
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We older children grope our way 
From dark behind to dark before; 
And only when our hands we lay, 
Dear Lord, in Thine, the night is day, 
And there is darkness nevermore. 


Reach downward to our sunless days 
Wherein our guides are blind as we, 
And faith is small and hope delays; 
Take thou the hands of prayer we raise, 
And let us feel the light of Thee! 


—Whittier 
Thirty-three 
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WATCH NIGHT SERVICE 


(Continued from Page 32) 


Let all kneel in silent prayer as the 
new year comes in. 

Let the silence of the Christian before 
God contrast with the noise of the 
worldly and hell-bent outside. 

At the last stroke of midnight this 
prayer: O Eternal Father, we lift 
our hearts to Thee as the New Year 
comes upon us. Send Thy Holy 
Spirit, we beseech Thee, and cleanse 
us. Hallow and sanctify us that 
through the successive days of the 
new year we may serve Thee better 
and better, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with you, 

And with thy spirit. 
Hymn: “Great God, We Sing That 
Mighty Hand” 
Collects: 
For Purity (33 CSB) 
For Love to God (14 CSB) 
For Peace (37 CSB) 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Bless we the Lord: Thanks be to God 

The Benediction 
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A CHRISTMAS PARTY 


(Continued from Page 10) 


On die the cimtse ares tompersent. to 
others, this is the appropriate time for 
a Dedication of Gifts and for arrang- 
ing to take them to the place where 
they are to be distributed. 


Carol Sing 

This last will strike a more serious 
note for the evening and quite natural- 
ly lead up to the singing of the much- 
loved Christmas carols. These may be 
sung unaccompanied from memory, or 
with the aid of song sheets or books. 
If it is desired, introduce them with 
a story about each one used. In this 
latter case, different persons could be 
told in advance to be prepared to tell 
the story of this or that Christmas 
Carol. Books of hymn stories are nu- 
merous and inexpensive. Consult your 
League Library, Sunday School Li- 
brary, or make inquiry of your pastor 
as to what he may have to help you 
along this line. Ask your pastor to see 
the catalog of your Publication House 
if you wish to choose a book of this 
kind for purchase. 


Plan to close your party with the 
singing of “Silent Night! Holy Night!” 
putting out all the lights save those on 
the tree itself during the singing. 


—Adapted from “Better Leagues” 
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FOUNDED 1842 CO-EDUCATIONAL 


ROANOKE COLLEGE 


SALEM, VIRGINIA 


FOUR-YEAR ACCREDITED COLLEGE OF THE 
LUTHERAN SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


A.B. and B.S. degrees in liberal arts and sciences. Pre-professional offerings for medi- 
cine, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, law, theology, engineering. Department of Business 


Administration with shorthand and typing. Traditional civilian college life and curricu- 
lum unimpaired by military. Navy V-5 unit with separate faculty. Accelerated program 
optional. New admissions in February, June, and September. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
IN SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SIX MILES FROM ROANOKE CITY 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE || Hamma Divinity School 


Trains Young Women for the 
(Founded 1845) 


DEACONESS CALLING An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR course in all major branches of theology. 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS Fully accredited by the Association of American 


Theological Scsools. 


Send for Literature and Particulars A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE For catalogue or other information, address: 


AND TRAINING SCHOOL DEAN E FLACK ou s 
«Bs A PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOS 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. Oper NeetnD ute ‘ 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasised 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
Am Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Well qualified leaders will be 
needed in the post-war world. 


Wittenberg College will welcome your inquiries about 
the top-notch preparation it offers for ambitious 
young men and women 


For catalog and other information, address 


REES EDGAR TULLOSS, President Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


FOUNDED 1832 
NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Oldest Lutheran College in America Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
GeisbursoCallee : ble Facul 4 Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
ree io ec ae! Ce SAY Te NY Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
paeareire epee whe oe pee oe wae majors sh eight fields of concentration. 
ae ee ser} = rex ‘Gi SHURE Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

& POO CSE REC CUCACEI. Preparation for Medicine, Law, mbealoey.: Engineering. 
z ; Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Tossed Le Ser — ‘elit Personal attention to the individual student. 
Ss 2 yeDUrg Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 

For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: Of! he Pea ce: Very reasonable expenses . 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President For Catalogue, write Jas. C. Kinard, Pres. 


Mr 


FOUNDED 1873 FOR WOMEN 


MARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VIRGINIA 


JUNIOR COLLEGE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
in the Blue Grass Section of Southwestern Virginia 


—FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WORK 
—LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK 


Liberal Arts Pre-Social Work Pre-Journalism 
General Cultural Pre-Library Science Merchandising 
Education Pre-Nursing Business Education 
‘ Home Economics Pre-Technician Dramatic Art and Speech ; 
Music 
Home Atmosphere Reasonable Rates | 
' Write to THE REV. HENRY E. HORN, President BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA “ 
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YOUR LAST CHANCE TO 
PURCHASE THESE AWARDS 


Luria League rlwaans 


In Hand Carved Solid Oak With Luther League 
Emblem Painted In Fall Colors 


Supply is limited to our present stock. When it is sold, no further 
orders will be accepted as this line of Solid Oak Awards 
is no longer manufactured 


Cross With Luther Leagae Emblem 


Finished in Natural Finish Oak and 
carved as shown in illustration 


29” high < 19” wide Luther League Cross - - - - - $21.75" 
24” high X 15” wide Luther League Cross - - - - - $17.00 
18” high X 12” wide Luther League Cross - - - - - $11.50 


Luther League Scroll Plaque 


Finished in Dark Oak showing natural grain. 
One solid piece, 2 inches thick 


18” high X 14” wide 


$24.75 Lather 
13” high < 10” wide Le a 

519.00 : ag c 
Emblems 
| : 10%” diameter - - - - $9.75 
ORDERS FILLED AT ONCE 71%," diameter - - - - - $7.75 
Remittance in full must accompany orders 6 "diameter - - - - $6.25 

Orders shipped by Express Collect On this item some sizes are avail- 

1 able unpainted at lower price. Write 

ee for information. 


For Sale only by 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA 


